
MN State Duty Officer: 

1-800-422-0798 

County Feedlot Officers: 

Laine Sletta 
Desiree Hohenstein 
Brown County P/Z Office 
(507) 233-6640 
 
NRCS: 
Greg Tennant 
Tom Peterson 
(507) 794-4491 
 
Brown SWCD: 
Tom Maher 
(507) 794-2553 

The Applicator 

If a catastrophic event were to 
occur at a farm site and a barn 
collapse happens, or flood 
waters take out buildings, fires 
cause loss of livestock the last 
thing on an owner’s mind is 
who to call. Many questions 
came to light regarding how to 
handle deads, replacement of 
barns and what to do with 
manure stockpiles and storage 
areas. 

Both the Minnesota State Duty 
Officer and County Feedlot 
Officer’s (CFO) phone num-
bers are something that should 
always be on hand at each fa-
cility. Both need to be con-
tacted if  a roof collapses, barn 
fire occurs, or in the event of 
loss of animals due to heat 
stress, etc. It is the feedlot 

owner/operators responsibility 
to contact the duty officer as 
well as the CFO. 

The duty officer will then con-
tact Board of Animal Health 
which may request that the 
CFO responds or they may 
come out onsite with the CFO. 
It is important that they are 
involved because they are able 
to give “variances” to the exist-
ing rule in light of a catastro-
phic event with regard to han-
dling of the deads, burial of 
concrete, etc. The variance or 
waiver of the rule can only 
come from a representative 
from a state agency. 

If a liquid manure storage area 
is involved with the catastro-
phic event and it is wished to 
be reused a licensed, profes-

sional engineer must inspect 
the structure to ensure that it 
remains structurally sound. 

With regard to a building per-
mit, the Planning and Zoning 
Office will allow for recon-
struction to occur, provided it 
is the same size building. A 
zoning (building) permit is still 
required, but a fee will not be 
charged.  If the owner or op-
erator wishes to expand the 
facility, then a feedlot permit 
will need to be considered 
(contact your CFO) and the 
building permit will have a fee 
associated with it. 

For more information with 
regard to options for mass 
fatalities at a feedlot operation 
please contact BOA and your 
CFO. 

Fires, floods, and strong winds… 
   what else can the year bring? 

MN Rule 7020.2100 and 
7020.2110 discuss liquid ma-
nure storage areas (LMSA) and 
their requirements. MN Rule 
7020.2110 specifically high-
lights unpermitted or noncerti-
fied liquid manure storage ar-
eas. A LMSA is described as 
any system used to store or 
process manure, manure-
contaminated runoff, precipita-
tion or other process wastewa-

ters that are in liquid form and 
can not be stacked as a solid. 
Most commonly they are seen 
as earthen basins or concrete 
pits. 

Any structure proposed to 
contain more than 20,000 gal 
of manure or manure contami-
nated runoff must be designed 
by a professional engineer and 
a construction short form 
(CSF) or interim (INT) feedlot 

permit applied for with Brown 
County. A minimum of 20 
days will be required for the 
notification period before a 
permit can be issued and con-
struction can commence. 

An “unpermitted” or noncerti-
fied liquid manure storage area  
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Many operations in Brown County in-
clude pasture or grazing as part of their 
operation and management of the herd.  
Pastures are typically exempt from MN 
Rule 7020 (Feedlot Rule), but a pasture 
can develop feedlot conditions and then 
be regulated under the feedlot rule. Pas-
tures are still regulated under Minne-
sota’s water quality rules (7050 & 7060).  

Pastures are exempt from the feedlot 
rule when conditions such as manure 
accumulation and lack of vegetative 
cover, within the immediate vicinity of 
supplemental feeding or watering de-
vices, working areas and access lanes. 
Pastures, as defined by the Feedlot 
Rule, are areas including winter feeding 
areas as part of a grazing area where 
grass or other growing plants are used 
for grazing and where the concentration 

of animals allows a vegetative cover to 
be maintained during the growing sea-
son.   

Basically in order for an area to be con-
sidered pasture there needs to be 
enough vegetative cover throughout the 
area so that soil erosion and runoff 
from the area is not an environmental 
problem.  (For example cow paths and 
shady gathering spots may not maintain 
vegetative cover throughout the year, 
but it is not the intent of the rule to 
consider these areas feedlot.) 

Manure accumulation is important only 
with regard to vegetative cover. If ma-
nure accumulation in an area is small 
enough that enough vegetation can be 
maintained, it is not considered a feed-
lot; however, if manure accumulates in 
an area so that vegetation can not be 
maintained without regular manure 
removal, the area is considered a feedlot 
except if it meets the definition of a 
supplemental feeding or watering device 
area, working area or access lane.  

Another consideration for pastures and 
feedlots is livestock access to open wa-

ter. If the area is considered pasture, 
there is no limitation for access to wa-
ter. Best management practices can be 
utilized in pasture management with 
restriction to access and allowing flash 
grazing. These practices help eliminate 
erosion along active streambanks and 
have been shown to increase forage 
availability for the herd.  If the pasture 
area has a feedlot located adjacent to a 
lake, access from the feedlot MUST BE 
restricted (feedlots only, pasture is still 
permitted). Lakes included in the re-
striction are lakes classified by MN 
DNR. Please contact your CFO if you 
have questions regarding this matter.   

Properly maintained pastures can re-
duce surface runoff and soil erosion by 
slowing down and using the surface 
water for plant nutrients.  

parameters. 

Step 1: A feedlot inspection will need to 
take place. This may include review of 
your manure application records and 
manure management plan. 

Step 2: Based on the maximum capacity 
of your feedlot and the results of the 
onsite inspection, a feedlot permit may 
need to be obtained. This includes sub-
mittal of the permit application and fee. 
A 20 day notification period must 
pass before a permit can be issued. 

If your facility or proposed plans involves ex-

Just a reminder for those of you think-
ing about construction or expansion of 
your herd, a feedlot permit may be re-
quired along with a zoning (building) 
permit before construction can take 
place. In Vol. 1, Issue 1 (summer 2010) 
it was discussed that permitting require-
ments are based on several different 

pansion over 300 AU, an increase in AU if 
over 300, or construction of an earthen basin a 
conditional use permit will also be needed. 

Step 3: Once feedlot permit is issued 
(or if not required) obtain the zoning 
permit. 

Step 4: Notify your CFO and have a 
preconstruction meeting (if construc-
tion is taking place). The CFO will need 
to make a minimum of 2 site inspec-
tions during the construction period.  

Can my pasture be considered a feedlot? 

A reminder regarding feedlot permitting... 

Page 2 The Appl icator  Volume 2,  Issue 2&3 



Concrete Burial: What has changed? 

Rule reminders cont. from page 1 

to agronomic rates.  

The CFO will need to be contacted to 
ensure all manure contaminated soils 
are removed. If the LMSA is composed 
of concrete or something other than 
earthen material, the surface will need 
to be cleaned (manure washed), flushed 
or scrapped. If burial of the concrete is 
to occur onsite please consult the article 
above. 

If the LMSA has been unused for a 

is defined as a storage area that is in 
operation and the owner doesn’t have 
an agency or delegated county permit or 
certificate of compliance for the storage 
area. For those considered unpermitted, 
they need to be reconstructed or re-
moved.  

Removal of an unpermitted or noncerti-
fied LMSA consists of removing all 
manure or manure contaminated runoff 
and soils and land applying it according 

period of three years or more, then a 
professional engineer needs to evaluate it 
and develop a report. The report needs 
to state whether the LMSA is in compli-
ance with the technical requirements of 
MN Rule 7020 or contain steps to bring 
it into compliance with the rule. The 
report will need to be submitted to the 
CFO. 
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Currently burial of concrete is not al-
lowed on an individual’s property. In-
stead it must be brought to a demolition 
debris landfill or the Brown County 
landfill for disposal. Concrete is consid-
ered solid waste and therefore falls un-
der the enforcement of MN Rule 7001 
(solid waste rules) with oversight by 
MPCA. 

This effects closure of unpermitted or 
non-certified liquid manure storage 
areas, closure of feedlots in general or 
what is done in the event of a natural 
disaster. This is a decision that was 
made by MPCA earlier last year and has 
had a major effect on county residents 
(even those without feedlots). 

County Solid Waste Administrators 
have been working with MPCA en-
forcement staff on developing a general 
permit that would be issued by MPCA 
and would allow for the burial of con-
crete on an individual’s property once 
again. This permit is still in draft format 
and hasn’t become effective yet, how-
ever, as it stands it is a state issued per-
mit.  

The stipulation that goes along with this 
permit is that it must be recorded on 
the deed of the property that concrete 
was buried on that particular parcel. 
This permit will also only allow for the 
burial of concrete, any other items 
which can be considered solid waste 
under MN Rule 7001 must still be 
brought to either a demolition debris 
landfill or the Brown County landfill.  

Other requirements of the proposed 
permit include: (1) that the location on 
the site where the concrete is buried be 
identified with GPS coordinates and (2) 
the concrete must be covered with a 
minimum of 24 inches of soil with the 
top 6 inches being able to sustain vege-
tative growth (top soil). The permit 
application also indicates that plans and 
specifications will need to be attached 
when submitted to MPCA for approval. 

Contacts for Questions  

regarding Solid Waste Rules: 

Brown County Solid Waste 

Laine Sletta  (507) 233-6640 

 

MPCA Enforcement 

Cory Boeck (Rochester Office) 

(507) 206-2601 

 

Contact Info for Landfills in 
Brown County: 

Brown County Sanitary Landfill 

(507) 359-9151 

 

Hoffman Demolition Landfill 

(507) 794-5230  

 

LADD Demolition Landfill 

(Mathiowetz Construction 

(507) 794-6953 

 



Brown County Courthouse 
14 S. State Street 
New Ulm, MN 56073 

spections and continue to provide 
assistances to our feedlot owners 
and operators. Things that change 
are items that would have influence 
or guidance from MPCA. Those it 
will effect mostly are NPDES per-
mitted facilities.  

MPCA has stated that for those with 
NPDES permits who have deadlines 
approaching for submittal, must still 
comply with the deadline from 
MPCA. (For example: you are re-
quired to submit your manure appli-
cation records by July 20th. That 
would still need to be done and the 
envelope would need to have a post 
mark date on or before July 20th.) If 
an NPDES permit application is in 
process or is currently in the notifi-

Since the legislature and the Gover-
nor have failed to pass a budget for 
the next biennium, many programs 
and entities within the State and 
Local Government Offices have 
been effected. What you’re probably 
wondering is how does this affect 
me and my feedlot? For some coun-
ties (those without a delegated pro-
gram who have MPCA inspect and 
perform all the work a CFO would) 
this could mean everything, but for 
Brown County only a few tweaks 
must be made. 

CFOs have been advised by MPCA 
to continue feedlot operations as 
usual. This means we can still issue 
construct short form and interim 
permits, we can perform onsite in-

cation period it will wait until MPCA 
staff are able to return to the office.  

At the County level we will have 
some forms available in our office for 
registrations, manure record keeping, 
and NPDES permit application 
forms since all state websites will no 
longer be active and available during 
the shut down period.  

If an emergency were to occur on 
your site (accidental manure spill/
release, fire, catastrophic loss due to 
heat, etc) you will still need to contact 
the State Duty Officer at 1-800-422-
0798 and your CFO. 

Brown County staff will continue to 
keep members of the public informed 
as to the status of the shutdown. 

State Shutdown: What exactly is effected?!? 
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