
MN State Duty Officer: 

1-800-422-0798 

 

County Feedlot Officers: 

Brown County P/Z Office 

Laine Sletta 

Desiree Hohenstein 

(507) 233-6640 

 

Watonwan County P/Z 

Bruce Johnson  

507-380-2167 

 

Brown/Watonwan Feedlot 

Chelsea Hussong 

507-766-9640 

 

NRCS: 

Jennifer Hahn 

Tom Peterson 

(507) 794-4491 

The Applicator 

Feedlot inspections are a requirement for counties who have been granted delegation 

authority by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). The  purpose of the 

inspection is to determine  if a feedlot facility is compliant with current rules, ordinances 

and statutes. Also, that there is minimal environmental impact from the operation.  

Depending on the type of operation, the inspection may vary, but most inspections will 

follow the same outline.  

The priority of the inspection is to determine the potential impact of the feedlot on the 

surrounding surface/ground water.    

The inspector will identify number of animal units on the property, and whether that 

number has increased, or decreased since the previous inspection. The number of animal 

units may determine if a state permit is required. For operations with 100+AU manure 

application records will be reviewed.  

For operations with 300+ AU, a manure management plan is required. This plan may be 

evaluated as part of the inspection. It outlines what will be done with the manure 

produced on the operation site.  

Feed storage, milkhouse waste, dead management and manure stockpiling may also be 

discussed as it applies to each operation.  

The goal of the inspection is to determine compliance with the current ordinances, 

statutes and rules regarding the feedlot operation.  

The inspector will also attempt to work with the producer to find solutions for any issues 

that may arise.  

What to Expect When We Inspect 

Watonwan County:  

07/22/2013 

Registration letters have been 

mailed. Please return to Brown 

County for updating!  

    

Important Dates for Producers 
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Brown & Watonwan Counties: 

10/15/2013 

2nd Notice for Registration Updates 

will be mailed, if replies aren’t received.  

 Brown County: 

09/15/2013 

Brown County Comprehensive 

Local Water Management Plan 

will updated for the next 5 

years. Copies available online 

at: www.co.brown.mn.us  

Article by Chelsea Hussong 



people for residential purposes, 

3) test pumping of a ground 

water source, 4) reuse of water 

already authorized by a permit 

(water purchase from a city 

system), and 5) certain 

agricultural drainage systems 

(they want you to check with 

your regional hydrologist to see if 

you qualify). 

There is a general permit for 

feedlots and livestock operations 

known as general permit 2004-

0275. It authorizes groundwater 

appropriations up to 5 million 

gallons per year for livestock 

watering.  

 

For questions regarding this 

permit please contact:  

MN DNR 

888-646-6367 

Info.dnr@state.mn.us 

Institute of 

Animal 

Technology, 

and is also a 

certified 

veterinary 

technician.  

Before 

joining Brown/Watonwan County 

she worked in a variety of different 

industries including: publishing,  

equine farm management, 

This July, Brown and Watonwan 

Counties added a Full-Time 

Feedlot Technician. The position 

will be shared between the two 

counties.  

Chelsea is originally from 

Southwest Minnesota, and 

currently lives in New Ulm. She 

has a Bachelor’s degree in Business 

Management from Southwest 

Minnesota State University, an 

Associate’s degree from Bel– Rea 

wrangling, finance, shelter animal 

processing, and most recently 

managed a rural mixed practice 

veterinary clinic.  

She looks forward to assisting 

local producers with feedlot 

inspections, statute education, 

permit applications, registration 

and any other questions or issues 

that may arise for Brown and 

Watonwan County producers.  

DNR Requires Water Appropriation Permits 

New Feedlot Technician Joins Brown & 

Watonwan Co. Team! 
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Previously, the Planning and Zoning 

Office was only aware that a water 

appropriation permit was required 

for mining operations; however, it 

has been brought to our attention 

that this permit can be required for 

feedlot operations too. Minnesota 

Statute 103G.265 requires that the 

DNR manages water resources to 

“ensure adequate supply to meet 

long-range seasonal requirements 

for domestic, agricultural, fish and 

wildlife, recreational, power, 

navigation and quality control 

purposes.” 

A water use (appropriation) permit 

is required for all users withdrawing 

more than 10,000 gallons of water 

per day or 1 million gallons per year. 

There are some exemptions to these 

permit requirements which are:      

1) domestic uses serving less than 

25 people for residential purposes, 

2) test pumping of a ground water 

Brown County Planning and Zoning 

P.O. Box 248 

New Ulm, MN 56073 

Watonwan County Environmental Services 

108 8th Street South Suite 2 

St. James, MN 56081 
 

Article by Desiree Hohenstein 



Follow  Guidelines to Protect Your Health,  

Your Reputation, and Your Pocketbook 
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After illegally burning waste materials 
while demolishing buildings on an 
abandoned farm to make way for 
more tillable acres, a Sibley County 
producer ended up paying in many 
ways. Under state enforcement action, 
he paid a $14,500 fine, wrote a letter 
to The Land advising others to not 
burn farm structures, and took 
corrective action to clean up the site. 

As this case shows, burning waste to 
avoid disposal costs can be a costly 
choice. 

While rural Minnesotans have long 
burned garbage, doing so is more 
dangerous these days. Today’s garbage 
includes packaging materials that 
release carcinogens and other toxins 
when burned. Several pollutants 
persist in the environment and 
accumulate in the food chain. Human 
exposure happens through inhaling 
polluted air and eating contaminated 
food.  

Burn permits – available from the 
Dept. of Natural Resources, local fire 
warden or other authority – cover 
only vegetative debris and clean wood 
from residential use.  

Burning solid waste is illegal in most 
cases in order to protect human 
health and the environment from 
pollution of air, water and land. It is 
illegal to burn rubber, plastics, or 
other materials that produce excessive 
or noxious smoke. It’s also illegal to 
burn garbage, hazardous waste, 
demolition debris and motor vehicles. 

As far as burying waste materials, 
Minnesota law does allow a farm  
exemption for certain materials  

Contacts for Questions  

Regarding Solid Waste Rules: 

 

Brown County Solid Waste 

Laine Sletta   

507-233-6640 

 

MPCA Enforcement 

Cory Boeck (Mankato Office) 

507-344-5253 

 

 

Contact Info for Demolition 
Landfills in Brown County: 

 

Hoffman Demolition Landfill 

507-794-5230  

 

LADD Demolition Landfill 

(Mathiowetz Construction) 

507-794-6953 

 

*Any demolition debris in Watonwan 
Co. needs to go to the Brown or 
Cottonwood County. Check with their 
solid waste officer for questions. 

For more information, visit 
www.pca.state.mn and click on 
“Waste” in the top menu bar. 

in certain areas. However, it’s 
best to seek local and state 
permits before burying anything 
on your property because the 
farm exemption does not cover 
many materials and 
circumstances. For example, it 
does not allow burial of 
appliances. Also, it does not 
apply to demolition debris. 

Tips to Remain 
Compliant with State 
Rules on Solid Waste: 

Don’t burn solid waste 

Don’t burn buildings 

Don’t demolish buildings 
until you have followed the 
proper procedures. 

Don’t bury anything unless 
you have a permit.  

 

When Demolishing 
Buildings, Always 

Remember: 

You must remove certain 
materials, such as devices 
containing mercury, from a 
structure before demolition. 

You will likely need a 
licensed inspection for 
asbestos, a potentially 
harmful substance, before 
demolition. 

Any waste generated, such as 
concrete and wood, must go 
to a specially permitted 
facility for disposal.  
Permitted facilities are 
engineered and operated to 
prevent the waste from 
contaminating groundwater, 
and causing odors and litter. 

 

Article Provided by the MPCA 

http://www.pca.state.mn


Minimum Manure Application Setbacks Near 

Sensitive Features (in feet) 

 WINTER NON-WINTER NON-WINTER 

 

frozen or snow 

covered soils 

with immediate incorporation (< 

24 hrs) 

not incorporated within 24 hours 

 with phos mgmt w/out phos 

mgmt 

w/vegetative 

buffer 

w/o vegetative 

buffer 

Lake, Stream 300 25 300 100 300 

Intermittent stream, 

drainage ditch w/o 

berms, protected 

wetland 

300 25 300 50 300 

Open tile intake 300 0 0 300 300 

Well, mine or quarry 
50 50 50 50 50 

Sinkhole with no 

diversion or berm 
downslope 50’ 

 upslope 300’ 
50 50 

downslope 50’ 

upslope 300’ 

downslope 50’ 

upslope 300’ 

Brown and Watonwan  
County Feedlot Offices 
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**Please contact your zoning office, for additional specific setback requirements. They may vary from this representation.   

Table courtesy of MPCA’s Land App. Fact Sheet 


