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Is there a topic you would 
like to see covered in the 
Applicator?  
 
Do you have a success story 
to share?  
 
Do you have an event or 
continuing education class 
you’d like to post?  
 
Please send your topics, 
stories, and events to:  
 
Chelsea Hussong 
Feedlot Technician 
P.O.Box 248 
New Ulm, MN 56073 

The Applicator 

In September 2013, Brown County offered a Livestock Emergency 
Response Course. It was well attended by law enforcement, fire 
departments, and local producers.  
 
The presenter, Jennifer Woods, is a livestock handling specialist from Blackie, Alberta, 
Canada, who has been delivering livestock emergency response courses throughout the United 
States and Canada since 1998. She has an Animal Science degree from Colorado State 
University. She focuses on rescue methods that are effective and humane. She works closely 
with well known animal behaviorist Dr. 
Temple Grandin.    
       
The course covered livestock trailer 
accident scenarios, animal handling 
techniques and how to maintain a calm and 
controlled accident scene. After the 
classroom portion of the training, 
participants observed an actual livestock 
trailer. They were shown where to cut the 
trailer in order to maintain structural 
integrity.  

After the class, participants were given the 
chance to tour Brown County’s new 
Emergency Response Trailer. This trailer is 
available to be dispatched from New Ulm to anywhere in Brown County and the surrounding 
area. It has useful contents such as panels, gates, wire, commonly used tools, coveralls, safety 
equipment and tarps. There are also response trailers located nearby in Nobles and Martin 
counties.   

If you have an emergency and would like to request the trailer, please contact your 
Brown County Dispatch Center by dialing (507) 233-6720 or 911, if there are injuries. 
Also, be sure to contact your county feedlot officer and emergency manager. 

Check out Jennifer Wood’s website for more information on her services including: animal 
care for production livestock, animal welfare auditing and assessing, handling and behavior, 
facility design, and of course, livestock emergency management. www.livestockhandling.net           

 

Livestock Trailer Rollover Class &  
New Emergency Response Trailer 
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By Chelsea Hussong 



Now, Sue and Ken are facilitating 
an environmental friendly 
alternative. They collect the twine 
in early April and November and 
bring it to an approved recycling 
facility.  

Unfortunately, plastic bailing twine 
is not recycled in Brown County. 
That means you can’t put in your 
recycling bin or throw it in the 
drop-off sites around the county.  

Sue and Ken request that the twine 

Twice a year, dairy farmers, Sue 
and Ken Greibel travel around 
Brown County collecting used 
plastic bailing twine. They pick up 
the twine so it can be properly 
recycled.  

Plastic bailing twine is often buried 
or burned. It’s one of those things 
that’s “always been done” a certain 
way. However, burying or burning 
bailing twine is, and has been, 
illegal  since the 1980s.  

is clean and dry. Often people 
store it in large garbage cans or 
under a tarp.  

If you are interested in having 
your plastic bailing twine picked 
up. Call Sue at 507-354-4206.   

 

Recycle Your Bale Twine! 
 It’s Easy, Free & Pick-Up is Included! 

Page 2 The Appl icator  Volume 4,  Issue 1 

Received from  Jennifer Hahn –NRCS 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting applications to help producers 
improve water and air quality, build healthier soil, improve grazing and 
forest lands, conserve energy, enhance organic operations, and achieve  
other environmental benefits.  
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) provides 
incentive payments to encourage a producer to adopt land management 
practices.  
Financial assistance is also available for flat rate reimbursement for  
installing a conservation practices such as drainage water management,  
soil erosion correction, waste storage facilities, cover crops, rotational  
grazing systems, well sealing, and much more.  
The Conversation Stewardship Program (CSP) is an important Farm Bill conservation program that helps 
established conservation stewards with taking their level of natural resource management to the next level to 
improve both their agricultural production and provide valuable conservation benefits such as cleaner and more 
abundant water, as well as healthier soils and better wildlife habitat. 
Some popular enhancements used by farmers in Minnesota include using new nozzles that reduce the drift of 
pesticides, precision application of nutrients, and high level integrated pest management. 
Eligible landowners and operators can enroll in CSP through February 7th to be eligible during the 2014 federal 
fiscal year.  While local NRCS offices accept CSP applications year round, NRCS evaluates applications during 
announced ranking periods.   
For more information about EQIP or other technical or financial assistance programs offered by NRCS, please 
contact your local service center. 

The Ranking Period Deadlines in Minnesota are February 21st and March 21st 2014 

NRCS Contact Information 

Jennifer Hahn 
Brown County NRCS 

Sleepy Eye, MN 
507-794-4491 Ext 3 

Betsy Norland 
Watonwan County NRCS 

St. James, MN 
507-375–3104 

By John Knisley 
Brown County  

 Recycling/Water Plan/Wetland Administrator 

NRCS Accepting Applications from Farmers  
for 2 Key Minnesota Conservation Programs 



Start Thinking about Cover Crops 
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Written by Jill Sackett 
Extension Educator 

University of MN Extension  
 
 

What if you were told there was a practice you could use on your farm that could increase water infiltration, 
lessen drought symptoms, consume excess nutrients, provide nutrients, act as a forage, keep top soil in place, 
reduce weed pressure, and assist in alleviating compaction issues?  Would you be willing to give it a try?  It’s time 
to start thinking cover crops. 
 
In the simplest sense, a cover crop is any living plant that is grown between 
cash crops.  The longer we have growing plants in our fields, the less 
nutrients and soil we’re going to lose.  The list of benefits that cover crops 
can provide is long, but greatly depends on the species chosen, the 
management used, and the amount of growth before winter die-off or 
termination.  Common cover crops include grasses like oats and winter rye; 
legumes like Berseem clover and field pea; and brassicas like Tillage radish 
and forage turnip.  A cover crop could be as straight-forward as a planting 
only wheat or as complex as planting a mix of triticale, sorghum-sudangrass, 
purple-top turnip, Austrian Winter pea, and crimson clover.   
 
The best establishment method for cover crops is the use of a drill or planter 
to ensure good seed to soil contact.   A broadcast seeder or spreader can also 
be used either alone or with light tillage.  Additional methods being utilized 
in the Upper Midwest include flying the cover crop seed into standing corn 
or soybean, using a high-clearance vehicle like a row-gator to seed into 
standing corn or soybean, and putting cover crop seed in the tank while 
spreading liquid manure.  Most cover crops need shallow planting depth, so 
regardless of what method used for establishment, moisture is key.   
 
Those farmers growing canning crops (peas, sweet corn) or small grains 
(wheat, oats) can easily add cover crops to their rotation.  There is no excuse 
not to.  Even those farmers with corn silage can fairly easily get cover crops 
planted as long as they use cooler season species.  The prevalent crop 
rotation, however, is either corn-soybean or corn-on-corn.  These crops have 
later harvest dates, so establishing a cover crop is more difficult.  This is 
where the use of interseeding methods can successfully establish cover crops 
given average precipitation levels.   
 
Further information about this article or local cover crop work can be 
provided by: Jill Sackett, Extension Educator – Ag Production Systems.  Sackett is located at the University of 
Minnesota Extension Regional Office in Mankato, Minnesota – sacke032@umn.edu  507-389-5541. 
 

 
Useful Websites: 
 
 

U of  M Extension: 
www.extension.umn.edu 
 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Services 
www.nrcs.usda.gov 
 
Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts 
www.maswcd.org 
 
Greater Blue Earth 
River Basin Alliance 
www.GBERBA.org 
 
Brown County 
www.co.brown.mn.us 
 
Watonwan County 
www.co.watonwan.mn.us 

CONTACT YOUR 
CFO FOR A COV-
ER CROP FIELD 

GUIDE! 



GBERBA Supports Local Conservation Efforts 
The Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance 

The Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance is a watershed organization which provides cost share for conservation projects 
in the Watonwan, Blue Earth and the Le Sueur River watersheds, which 
make up the Great Blue Earth Basin. 

Landowners in Brown and Watonwan Counties within the Watonwan 
River watershed are eligible to apply for these conservation project 
dollars. 

At this time, there are dollars for conservation drainage projects as well 
as dollars to address ravines and gullies near streams, rivers or lakes. 

Conservation Drainage Projects can involve wood chip bioreactors, 
replacing open tile intakes, controlled drainage and specific water storage 
projects involving drainage. 

The Ravine and Gully Projects are severe gullies near the water that can 
be difficult to address. These can involve projects that are caused by 
surface water runoff as well as drainage water issues. 

The cost share through the Greater Blue Earth River Basin is usually a 
minimum of 75% of the cost of the project. Depending on local rules we may be able to cost share greater than the 75%. 

Please contact your local Soil and Water Conservation District or local County Environmental staff for more details. 

GBERBA Coverage Area 
From www.GBERBA.org  

By Dave Bucklin 

PO BOX 248 

NEW ULM, MN 56073 


