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 The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) requires producers to keep 

track of manure application and other factors such as manure analysis and soil testing 

for nitrogen and phosphorus content.  Below is a chart with the requirements for 

produces based upon the size of the facility.  For facilities over 100 AU, manure is 

required to be tested once every 4 years.  Facilities over 300 AU, in addition to a ma-

nure test every four years, a soil test is required once every 4 years for any land receiv-

ing manure that is either owned or rented by the producer.  

 The chart is broken down into under 100 AU, 100-299 AU, 300-999 AU, and 

1000+ AU categories.  

 There is one exception in the chart, for sites under 100 AU in Watonwan 

County they are required to keep land application records in accordance with the 

Watonwan County Zoning Ordinance.  



Livestock Carcass Disposal  

Page 2 The Appl icator  Volume 4,  I ssue 3 

 

 The primary authority regulating animal carcass disposal is the Minnesota Board of Animal Health but MN 

Rule 7020 (feedlot rule) does address composting animal carcasses and references the Board of Animal Health 

Rule.  Animal carcasses should be disposed of as soon as possible, within 48-72 hours.  Improper disposal of live-

stock carcasses increase the danger of disease to humans and livestock as well as contamination to surface and 

ground water.  A few general carcass disposal practices include burial, composting, incineration, and rendering.  

 When looking into burial as an option for carcass disposal, there are a few things to keep in mind.  First 

and foremost, carcasses must be buried at least five feet above the seasonal high water table.  Additionally, carcass-

es must stay away from lakes, rivers, streams, ditches, etc.; be covered immediately with enough soil on top to keep 

scavengers out; avoid sandy or gravely soils; and maintain at least ten vertical feet from bedrock.  Before digging, it 

is important to remember to check with your power company to locate any buried utility lines.  

 Composting is an inexpensive and environmentally friendly way to dispose of animal carcasses.  When 

done correctly, composting works for cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, horses, and poultry.  There are only four things 

needed to maintain a successful compost pile: a carbon source, such as sawdust, wood chips, or corn husks, nitro-

gen (which is found naturally in manure), carcasses, and water. For more information on composting please con-

tact the Brown County Planning and Zoning Office.  

 Incineration is a cold-weather alternative to burial, but a more costly method of carcass disposal.  There are 

a few characteristics to be aware of for proper incineration usage.  The incinerator must be capable of producing 

emissions not to exceed 20 percent opacity; it must be fitted with an afterburner that maintains flue gases at 1200 

degrees Fahrenheit for at least 0.3 Seconds; and ash from the incinerator must be handled so it does not become 

airborne. It is recommended that the incinerator be large enough to handle each days mortalities. Additionally, the 

incinerator must be a Pollution Control Agency approved incinerator.  

 Rendering companies are the ultimate recyclers and provide a necessary service to livestock producers. 

Many producers use rendering on a regular basis. Vehicles used for rendering services need to be inspected and 

permitted by the board of animal health to ensure the vehicle used is leak-proof and has a cover to help with 

spreading of disease.  

New CFO in Brown County  
 This past September Joan Doss began work as a feedlot officer for Brown County under her new position 

as the Assistant Zoning Administrator.  Joan is originally from Wisconsin, and moved to the Mankato area after 

college.  She graduated from the College of St. Benedict in 2013 with a Bachelors degree in Environmental Studies. 

 Before beginning her position with Brown County, she served a year in the Minnesota GreenCorps, a vol-

unteer service program through the national AmeriCorps, as an energy conservation specialist for the City of Lake 

Crystal. 
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 The Board of  Animal Health recommends following a few biosecurity procedures as a preventative meas-

ure to reduce the risk of transmission of infectious or disease causing agents into a domestic animal population.  

1. Wear clean boots and clothes,  

2. Call ahead of time to check what the producer’s biosecurity requirements entail  

3. During a disease event, park your vehicle off site or in a designated spot  

4. If you are ill stay off the farm  

5. Wash your vehicles after visiting a livestock concentration point such as a market, 
slaughter facility, or rendering plant, prior to visiting a farm site ,spray the interior with 
disinfectant  

6. Wait at least seven days before visiting, or inspecting, a livestock premises if you have 
traveled out of the county to a location with a foreign animal disease  

 By following these procedures, you can help prevent a disease outbreak, and reduce the spread disease if an 

outbreak would occur, in our counties. 


