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Putting up a new compost unit, a new barn, adding more animals to your facility??  Maybe you’re 

just curious for when you might need a building permit. In any case, you will want to contact the 

Planning and Zoning Office. 

In some cases only a building permit is required, but in others a feedlot permit application will need 

to be submitted for review.  The permit application will need to be reviewed by a CFO prior to issu-

ance of a building permit from the P/Z Office.   

Each feedlot permit will require a minimum of three inspections before the project can be consid-

ered complete. There is an initial inspection, an inspection during construction and one final inspec-

tion after construction is complete.  

The initial inspection is done at the time of application submittal and will consist of a site visit and 

review of manure application records (for feedlots over 100 AU) and/or a review of the manure 

management plan (feedlots over 300 AU). 

Once the permit application is considered complete and staff has performed an inspection, a permit 

is issued for both the feedlot (construction short form or interim) and the building construction (if 

applicable). 

In some situations, a pubic hearing may be required before a feedlot permit can be issued. Also, 

some sites or construction activities may require an environmental assessment (EAW) to be per-

formed. For more information on this topic please check out the MPCA website at http://

www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/topics/feedlots and select fact sheets for information on policy with 

regard to OLA and EAW. 

Rule Reminders: Manure Stockpiles 

Stockpiles can be classified as either short-term or long-term (permanent) depend-

ing on how the manure is storred. MN rule 7020 states that for a stockpile to be 

considered short-term it would need to be applied within one year of when the pile 

was first formed and that would then need to be seeded in an annually seeded crop 

for atleast one year before using that area again for a stockpile. Short-term piles 

cannot be located within 300 feet of flow distance or 50 feet horizontal distance to 

waters of the state, open tile intakes, and any uncultivated wetlands that are not 

seeded to annual crops. Short-term stockpile also cannot be located within 100 feet 

of a deep well or 200 feet of a shallow well and land with a greater slope than 6%.  

 A long term or permanent stockpile is generally something like a stacking 

slab, settlement basin, earthen basin, or other concrete liquid manure storage area. 
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Brown County Open Burning Requirements  

Before starting to burn in Brown County first you need to 

contact the Brown County Sheriff’s office at (507) 233-

6720.  

The burns in the following fire districts the fire chief must 

also be contacted 

♦ Comfrey: Fire chief Mark Warner  

  (507) 877-4405 (station) or (507)829-2449 (cell) 

 

♦ Sanborn: Fire Chief Greg Werner 

(320) 444-7888 

 

♦ Springfield: Fire Chief Charlie Baumann 

 (507) 220-8566 (cell) or (507) 723-5475 

Approved Materials for Burning 

 

◊ Brush 

◊ Vegetative Debris 

◊ Clean, Never been painted, neverbeen treated 

wood 

◊ Tree Trimmings 

◊ Grass/ Running fires such as CRP, CREP, 

ditches, fence lines, etc.  

 

For any other materials or burns please contact MN DNR 

Forestry Office (507) 359-6048 or MPCA Solid Waste Of-

fice at (507) 206-2601 

 

Brown County Open Burning Requirements  


