
 
BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

August 21st, 2013 
 

The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on August 21st, 
2013 at 9:30 AM in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: Leo Wilfahrt, Anita Mohr, Loren Renberg, Brian Tohal and Andrew Lochner.  Also present: Charles 
Enter, County Administrator; Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator; Desiree Hohenstein, Assistant Zoning 
Administrator and Chelsea Hussong, Feedlot Technician.  Members of the public included: Dave Berle (Sleepy 
Eye) and Ken Drexler (New Ulm). 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wilfahrt at 9:30 a.m. 
 
A motion was made by Lochner and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes of the July 9th, 2013 meeting as 
submitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The first item of business was the conditional use permit application #C-00354 by David Berle on property 
described as part of W2 of NW4, Sec 10, T109N, R32W, Stark Township, Brown County for the purpose to renew 
and amend CUP #C-00058 to increase existing feedlot from 735 AU (2,000 head hogs & 135 head beef steer) to 
1200 AU (4,000 head hogs) in a hog finishing operation in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District. Site 
contains one existing 82'x200'x8' hog barn and one proposed 82'x200'x8' hog barn.  
 

Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application and noted that the open lots & beef steer 
portion of the existing operation are to be removed from the site. He also shared that the office had not 
received any comments or concerns regarding this application. Hohenstein explained that initially the 
beef steer operation was to be included; however, with the NPDES permit requirements the applicant 
decided to remove that portion of the operation to satisfy the conditions for said permit. 

 
Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Renberg to recommend approval to the County Board 
with the following conditions: 

1. The feedlot owner/operator must obtain all required state permits, including but not limited to 
the state NPDES / SDS permit. 

2. The feedlot owner/operator must comply with all required state standards and regulations 
including but not limited to those regulated by MPCA. Manure generated at the facility shall be 
applied to cropland at agronomic rates consistent with the current manure management plan. 

3. A perimeter tile line access port must be constructed & maintained within 20 feet down-
gradient of the barns in order to allow drawing a tile line water sample for water analysis as may 
be desired in the future. 

4. Liquid manure applied to farm fields must be injected into the soil or may be spread on fields 
with incorporation into the soil, when feasible, within twelve (12) hours of spreading.  

5. Field application of liquid manure shall not exceed two (2) times per year. The County Planning 
& Zoning Office shall be informed prior to any field application of liquid manure in an 
emergency. 

6. Manure application records, soil analysis and manure analysis records shall be retained on file 
for a period of at least three (3) years and shall be available to the County Planning & Zoning 
Office upon request. 

7. Manure Management Plan must be updated annually, be retained on file for a period of at least 
three (3) years & shall be available to the county Planning & Zoning Office upon request. 

 



8. Onsite feedlot inspections shall be done to ensure compliance with all state and county 
standards & requirements. 

9. If there is a change of ownership of this site, at any time, the new owner must contact the 
County Feedlot Officer and provide all necessary information to update the CUP file. CFO 
contact must be made within 30 days of official transfer. 

10. CUP #C-00058 is null and void. 
 

The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The second item of business was the conditional use permit application #C-00353 by Kenneth Drexler (Janice 
Robb, owner) on property described as Bal of Lot 12-B and Lot 13-B2, Sec 11, T109N, R30W, Cottonwood 
Township, Brown County for the purpose to construct a single family, detached dwelling unit in the Project 
Riverbend Area in the A-1/S-1 Agricultural / Shoreland Protection Zoning District.  
 

Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application. It was requested that staff verify access to 
the lot (previously platted) prior to the County Board meeting on Aug. 27th. 

 
Motion was made by Lochner and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board with 
the following conditions: 

1. This CUP is effective indefinitely provided there is no change in use. 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 

 
The third item of business was a final plat application P-00158 for a multi lot split by Timothy & Jennifer Jones 
known as Melzer Subdivision on property described as part of NW4 of NW4, Sec 33, T108N, R30W, Linden 
Township, Brown County. The property being platted is two existing building sites changing the interior lines to 
grant more space and provide the N property better street access. 
 

Discussion:  Sletta provided background on the application. Staff were asked to verify the access 
easements for both lots prior to the County Board meeting on Aug. 27th. 

 
Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Renberg to recommend approval to the County Board. 

 
 The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The fourth item of business was a final plat application P-00157 for a single lot split by Wayne Huiras (Doris 
Hurias Trust ownership) known as Hurias Second Subdivision on property described as part of the E2 of NE4, 
Sec 21, T109N, R33W, Leavenworth Township, Brown County. The property being platted is an existing home 
site being split from the tillable land. 
 

Discussion:  Sletta provided background on the application and noted that there had been no changes 
from the preliminary plat. 

 
Motion was made by Lochner and seconded by Tohal to recommend approval to the County Board. 

 
 The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
 

 



In other business, Sletta shared with the commission members that individual interesteds in purchasing the old 
Shelly Gravel Mine (adjacent to Lake Hanska County Park and just north of the County line) and turning it into a 
campground type area. He said that it would be a conditional use permit; but that the zoning ordinance doesn’t 
have any specific setbacks from a gravel mine for construction of a home (another potential buyer would like to 
construct). He will keep the commission informed if/when someone comes in to apply for one of the uses 
mentioned above. 
 
The final item of business was to set the next meeting of the Planning Commission for Tuesday, September 10th, 
2013 at 9:00 am. 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Desiree Hohenstein 
Asst. Zoning Administrator 

 


