
 
BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

March 11th, 2014 
 

The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on March 11th, 
2014 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: Leo Wilfahrt, Anita Mohr, Brian Tohal, Loren Renberg, and Commissioner Andrew Lochner.  Also 
present: Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator and Desiree Hohenstein, Assistant Zoning Administrator.  Members 
of the public included: Kevin Barnhart (representing Schwartz Farms) and Allen Schueler, Prairieville Township 
Supervisor. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wilfahrt at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Lochner and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes of the February 11th, 2014 
meeting as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The first item of business was the conditional use permit application #C -00379 by Mark Schwartz (Irene 
Schwartz owner) on property described as W2 of SW4, Sec 34, T110N, R34W, Prairieville Township, Brown 
County for the purpose to renew and amend existing CUP # 5978 (1636 AU hog and feeder cattle) to maximum 
1200 AU (4000 head of hogs 55-300 lbs.) in a hog finishing operation located in the A-1 Zoning District.  
 

Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application and noted that the change in animal units 
was due to the change in the multiplier made by MPCA in the early 2000's. Lochner asked if they could 
use the manure from this barn to complete the application in a farm field that received manure from 
another barn. Mr. Barnhart informed the Commission that with the NPDES permit issued by MPCA they 
can't share fields for manure application between farm sites. 

 
Motion was made by Lochner and seconded by Renberg to recommend approval to the County Board 
with the following conditions:  

1. The feedlot operator must comply with all Minnesota state rules and regulations including 
MPCA requirements regarding feedlot facility construction and operation. This includes 
application of manure generated at the facility to cropland at rates which do not exceed the 
recommended crop nutrient requirements. 

2. A perimeter tile line access port must be constructed and maintained within 20 feet down-
gradient of the barns in order to allow drawing a tile line water sample for water analysis as 
may be desired in the future. 

3. Liquid manure applied to farm fields must be injected into soil, or may be spread on fields 
with incorporation into soil within 12 hours of spreading. 

4. Field application of liquid manure shall not exceed two (2) times per year. The County 
Planning and Zoning Office shall be informed prior to any field application of liquid manure 
in an emergency. 

5. Manure application records, soil analysis and manure analysis shall be retained on file for a 
period of at least three (3) years and shall be available to the County Planning and Zoning 
Office upon request. 

6. Manure management plan must be updated annually, be retained on file for a minimum of 
three (3) years and shall be available to the County Planning and Zoning Office upon 
request. 

 



7. County staff shall be provided access to the property to perform onsite inspections as 
needed to ensure compliance with all rules and regulations set forth for this operation. 

8. If there is a change of ownership, at any time, the new owner must contact the County 
Planning and Zoning Office and provide all necessary information to update CUP file. County 
contact must be made within 30 days of property transfer. 

9. CUP #5978 is null and void. 
 

The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
Other Business: 
It was noted that the ordinance update subcommittee would met directly after the meeting to discuss the 
update of the Gravel section in the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
The final item of business was to set the next meeting of the Planning Commission for Monday, April 7th, 2014. 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Desiree Hohenstein, Asst. Zoning Administrator 

 


