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502.0426 Subp. 16. Extinguishers.  

A portable, operational, multipurpose, dry chemical fire extin-
guisher with a minimum 2 A 10 BC rating must be maintained in the kitchen and cooking areas of the resi-
dence at all times. Fire Extinguishers need to be inspected and tagged, annually. All caregivers shall know 
how to use the fire extinguisher. 

Updated MDH Exclusion Guidance 
 
 
Based on feedback from many of you and health experts, the COVID-19 Decision Tree for Peo-
ple in Schools, Youth, and Child Care Programs was updated on Aug. 30. The exclusion guid-
ance can also be found in Hmong, Somali and Spanish. Please review and follow the decision 
tree if a child, student, or staff person is experiencing the following symptoms: 

 More common: fever greater than or equal to 100.4o F, new onset and/or worsening cough, 
difficulty breathing, new loss of taste or smell. 

 Less common: sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, chills, muscle pain, excessive fa-
tigue, new onset of severe headache, new onset of nasal congestion or runny nose. 

If you are reporting a case in your setting, email health.schoolcc.followup@state.mn.us. 
For specific health questions regarding your care settings, reach out to the MDH school and 
childcare team at health.schools.covid19@state.mn.us. 
 
**COVID-19 DECISION TREE for People in School, Youth, and Child Care Programs on the 
next page or you can view the document on line at; 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/index.html 

COVID-19%20Decision%20Tree%20for%20People%20in%20Schools,%20Youth,%20and%20Child%20Care%20Programs
COVID-19%20Decision%20Tree%20for%20People%20in%20Schools,%20Youth,%20and%20Child%20Care%20Programs
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTAuMjY4ODM1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25h
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTAuMjY4ODM1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25h
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTAuMjY4ODM1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25h
mailto:health.schoolcc.followup@state.mn.us
mailto:health.schools.covid19@state.mn.us
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/index.html


Here are the links to two new updates from MDH:   

COVID-19 Attendance Guide for Parents and Families; and Home Screening Tool 

for COVID-19 Symptoms 

 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/attendance.pdf 

 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/homescreen.pdf 
 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/attendance.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/homescreen.pdf
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9502.0435Subp. 8. Emergencies.  

The provider shall be prepared for emergencies.  

An operable telephone must be located within the residence. 

The emergency phone numbers of the parents and child's physician and dentist must be readily available within the resi-

dence and taken on field trips.  

Prior arrangements must be made for a substitute to provide care during emergencies.  

For severe storms and tornadoes, the provider shall have a designated area within the residence that children shall go to 

for cover, and an operable battery flashlight, and portable radio or TV available.  

The provider shall have a written fire escape plan and a log of monthly fire and storm drills on file in the residence. The 

plan must be approved by the agency and specify:  

emergency phone numbers;  

a place to meet outdoors for roll call;  

smoke detector and fire extinguisher locations;  

plans for monthly fire and tornado drill sessions; and  

escape routes to the outside from all levels used by children. In buildings with three or more dwelling units, enclosed exit 

stairs must be indicated.  

 

 

 

 

Keeping Kids Safe  
 

https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-7414-ENG 

 

Child Care Emergency Plan  

 
You can find the updated emergency preparedness plan, which will be available after Sept. 20,2019 here:  

 

https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-7414C-ENG  

https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-7414-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-7414C-ENg
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Top Tips for Teaching Kids about Fire safety  

1. Escape Route Planning  

2. Windows Are For More Than Fresh Air 

3. Second Floor Safety  

4. Feeling Way to Safety  

5. Use Songs to Teach What to Do  

6. Smoke Detectors 101 

7. Out Means Stay Out 

8. Touch Door and Check For Heat 

9. Stop, Drop and Roll 

10.Practice Monthly  

 

 
FIRE & STORM DRILL LOGS ON THE BROWN COUNTY WEBSITE 

245A.51, Subp.3C Document the date and time of your monthly drills. 

 

https://www.co.brown.mn.us/child-care-licensing 



Smoke Alarms at HOME 
Smoke alarms are a key part 
of a home fire escape plan. When there is 
a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke 
alarms give you early warning so you can 
get outside quickly. 
 

All homes need to have smoke alarms on all levels, including basements, and in hallways 
outside of rooms children in care use for sleeping. Crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics do 
not need smoke alarms. If the home’s construction began on or after May 2, 2016, smoke 
alarms must be installed and maintained in each room children in care use for sleeping.  
 
 
 

SAFETY TIPS 
• Install smoke alarms in every bedroom. They should 
also be outside each sleeping area and on every 
level of the home. Install alarms in the basement. 
*Location of Smoke Detectors. Smoke alarms should  
be mounted on the ceiling at least 4 inches from a wall  
or on a wall with the top of the alarm not less than 4 inches,  
or more than 12 inches, below the ceiling. Areas to Avoid  
There are certain locations to avoid such as near bathrooms,  
heating appliances, windows, or close to ceiling fans. 
• Large homes may need extra smoke alarms. 
• It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms. 
When one smoke alarm sounds, they all sound. 
• Test all smoke alarms at least once a month. 
Press the test button to be sure the alarm is working. 
• Current alarms on the market employ different types 
of technology including multi-sensing, which could 
include smoke and carbon monoxide combined. 
• Today’s smoke alarms will be more technologically 
advanced to respond to a multitude of fire 
conditions, yet mitigate false alarms. 
• A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high 
on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the 
kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be 
at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove. 
• People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use 
special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights 
and bed shakers. 
• Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 
years old. 

EXPIRATION DATE 



 

Carbon Monoxide Safety  
  

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, odorless, colorless gas creat-
ed when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn in-
completely. In the home, heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources of 
carbon monoxide. 
 
Providers need to have an approved and operable carbon monoxide alarm installed within 10 
feet of each room used for sleeping children in care.  
 

Carbon Monoxide January and February are the peak months for carbon monoxide poi-

sonings. Alarms should be placed within 10 feet of sleeping areas. Carbon monoxide 

alarms have an effective life-span of 5-7 years. Many manufacturers recommend replac-

ing the alarm every 6 years. Test the alarm monthly and ensure that the batteries are in 

working order. If your alarm sounds, move everyone outdoors and call the fire department. 

More information: www.nfpa.org 
 

EXPIRATION DATE  



FIRE CODE: 

Exits, doors, and windows;  

Each room where children sleep and basements used for care must have two escape 

routes. One exit must be a stairway or door that leads to a floor of discharge. For example, 

if you are in the basement, one exit must be a stairway that leads to a floor in the home 

that leads outdoors. The second exit must be a door or window that leads directly outside.  

The law has specific requirements for the window size and distance from the floor, which 

your licensor will cover with you.  

When there is an attached garage, the door from the garage to the home must:  

 have a fire protection rating of 20 minutes or greater, or  

 be at least 1 3/8 inches thick and be made of solid bonded wood or steel insulated.  

 

Preventing fires and burns; 

The law requires items that could catch fire to be a specific distance away from heat 

sources. Your licensor will cover the specifics with you. When in use, fireplaces, wood-

burning stoves, solid fuel appliances, space heaters, steam radiators, and other potentially 

hot surfaces, such as steam pipes, must be protected by guards to prevent burns. The fur-

nace, water heater and any workshop must be inaccessible to children.  

 

Safety equipment; 

A fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 2 A 10 BC must be located in or near the kitch-

en and cooking areas. Fire extinguishers must be serviced annually by a qualified inspector 

and tagged. All caregivers need to know how to properly use the fire extinguisher. You must 

have smoke alarms that are no more than 10 years old. They must be properly installed 

and maintained on all levels, including basements, and in hallways outside rooms used for 

sleeping children. In homes with construction that began on or after May 2, 2016, smoke 

alarms must also be properly installed inside each room used for sleeping children. An ap-

proved and operational carbon monoxide alarm must be within 10 feet of each room used 

for sleeping children.  

 

Electrical guidelines; 

 The following electrical guidelines must be met:  

 All electrical outlets accessible to children who are not yet in first grade need to be tam-

per-proof or shielded when not in use. A tamper-resistant outlet meets this requirement.  

 All major electrical appliances must be properly installed, grounded in accordance with 

the state electric code, and in good working order.  

 Extension cords can only be used on a temporary basis. For example, they may be used 

to plug in a holiday decoration for the season. Extension cords and flexible cords cannot 

be affixed to structures, extended through walls, ceilings, floors, under doors or floor 

coverings, nor can they be subject to environmental damage or physical impact.  

• Electrical wiring must be sized to provide for the load and must be in good repair.  


