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Brown County FCC News
SUBSTITUTE CARE
Pursuant to MN Statutes, section 245A.50, subdivision 11, the commissioner has determined that the four-hour Basics
for Family Child Care Substitutes training is now accessible statewide. This module is available through Eager to Learn
and is currently offered at no cost to providers.
SUPERVISING FOR SAFETY- INITIAL TRAINING FOR ALL SUBSTITUTES AND ADULT
CAREGIVERS
Starting January 1, 2021, you need to monitor that all substitutes and adult caregivers complete the Basics of Licensed Family Child Care for Substitutes (4 hour
course), before caring for children.
Because the content of the new Basics of Licensed Family Child Care for Substitutes
course is based upon the training content from several existing trainings, some individuals
may have recently satisfied this training requirement. If a current substitute or adult caregiver completed the following trainings since Sept. 30, 2019, then they currently meet the
Basics of Licensed Family Child Care for Substitutes course requirements: 1) the Supervising for Safety for Family Child Care course or Health and Safety I and Health and Safety II
and 2) a course on child development and learning. These individuals must then complete
the Basics of Licensed Family Child Care for Substitutes by Sept. 30, 2023, and every three
years after that.

Points of interest
 Policy p.2
 Covid p.2
 Activities p.3
 Public Health p.3

 Recalls p.4
Beginning on January 1, 2021, if a substitute or adult caregiver has been providing care but
has not completed 1) the Supervising for Safety for Family Child Care course or Health and Safety I and Health and
Safety II and 2) a course on child development and learning in the past year, then they must complete the Basics of
Licensed Family Child Care for Substitutes course before continuing to care for children

SUPERVISING FOR SAFETY- ONGOING TRAINING FOR SUBSTITUTES AND ADULT CAREGIVERS
Starting Sept. 30, 2020, substitutes and adult caregivers must repeat the Basics of Licensed Family Child Care for Substitutes course every three years. When the course is due to expire, substitutes and adult caregivers have until the
anniversary of the provider’s license effective date to complete training. Until Sept. 30, 2021, if substitutes and adult
caregivers do not complete Basics of Licensed Family Child Care for Substitutes when it is due, you need to provide
technical assistance. You need to mark this item as unmet on the ELICI checklist and a technical assistance document
will be generated. You must give the provider technical assistance on how to achieve and maintain compliance with
this requirement, and you must issue the technical assistance document to the provider after completing the visit.
Please note, beginning on Sept. 30, 2020, if a substitute or adult caregiver has been providing care and completed 1)
the Supervising for Safety for Family Child Care course or Health and Safety I and Health and Safety II and 2) a course
on child development and learning in the past year, then they do not need to take the Basics of Licensed Family Child
Care for Substitutes course to meet this initial training requirement. These individuals have until Sept. 30, 2023, to
complete the Basics of Licensed Family Child Care for Substitutes.
Beginning on January 1, 2021, if a substitute or adult caregiver has been providing care but has not completed 1) the
Supervising for Safety for Family Child Care course or Health and Safety I and Health and Safety II and 2) a course on
child development and learning in the past year, then they must complete the Basics of Licensed Family Child Care for
Substitutes course before continuing to care for children.
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CARS VIDEOS
The in-person CARS training remains unavailable. The waiver that was issued in July for this training remains in
place through the peacetime emergency. This waiver provides alternative training options for anyone who has not
previously completed the in-person CARS training and now wishes to transport children. Prior to transporting children, these individuals must review the information on the federal National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
website (https://www.nhtsa.gov/equipment/car-seats-and-booster-seats#install-instructions) and watch the
“how to choose the right seat” video, as well as car seat installation instruction videos for each type of car seat
they will be using based on the age and size of the children they are transporting. This information is on the family
child care website under training.

Covid-19

FACE COVERINGS

“Children five and under exempt. Children five year s old and under are not requir ed to wear a face shield or
face covering, and children under two should never wear a face covering due to the risk of suffocation.

A child between the ages of two and five who can reliably wear a face covering or face shield in compliance with CDC
guidance may do so, except that children who are sleeping, unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove a
face covering or face shield without assistance or who cannot tolerate a shield or covering due to a developmental, medical, or behavioral health condition should not wear a face covering or face shield.”

“Optional exemption for children. If a child car e pr ovider car es for childr en who are five and under, but also
cares for children older than five, the business can exempt children older than five from face covering and face shield
requirements only if the exemption is clearly communicated in writing with all enrolled families and included in the
business’s COVID-19 Preparedness Plan.”

“In-home care. A child care setting may allow non-exempt staff and workers to remove face coverings or face shields
when in an indoor classroom or care setting (including family child care and in-home care providers) that is confined to
one group or cohort.”

It is a recommended practice that parents and those
dropping off and picking up children in your program be required to wear a facemask.

More funds coming for child care providers

Providers must apply by Feb. 5, 2021, for January, February grants
More than 8,250 eligible child care providers who received funding support in December 2020 to ensure the health and safety
of children and staff in their programs will be able to receive additional funds for January and February 2021. The application
deadline is Feb. 5, 2021. Providers must be operating to be eligible for this funding.
As part of the child care emergency response funding in the federal Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 that was signed
into law on Dec. 27, 2020, the Minnesota Department of Human Services will issue approximately $45 million in new January
and February COVID-19 Public Health Support Funds for Child Care payments. This is the third round of funding to help providers remain operating.
Beginning Monday, Jan. 25, the department will email links to online application and another form to the providers who are
eligible to apply for these funds. Only providers who receive an application link will be eligible to apply. Child Care Aware of
Minnesota will, as in previous funding rounds, be available to support providers with the application process.
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Activities/Projects
To Make:

http://www.nannyshecando.com/valentines-day-easy-kids-craft/
1. Use the paintbrush to fold out
their fingers and
press onto paper
from palm to
fingers.
Tip: remember to

Catch My Heart
A red ball or beanbag represents the heart in this fast-paced game for five to 12
players. Have kids stand in a circle, facing each other.
Give one player the heart. They must call out another player's name and toss the
heart to that person. Then that player does the same thing, and so on. Use just one
"heart" for small children. Gradually add more to challenge older kids.

To Make:

have a cloth and
soapy water at the
ready.

You’ll Need:

Paint
Paper
Scissors
Markers/Pens

1. Use watercolours to paint patterns on a piece of paper and
allow to dry. You will use it later to cut into pieces. 2. On thick
card, draw or source a heart stencil and paint with poster
paint. 3. Once dry, cut water-coloured paper into pieces and
glue onto the dried heart.

Featured Resource / Training
Free activity site with printable activities comes with direction and
video
https://www.childcareland.com/free.html
Indoor activity ideas: https://whatmomslove.com/kids/active-indoor-gamesactivities-for-kids-to-burn-energy/

2. Once you’ve
got a few
handprints, cut
them out individually, arrange &
glue with a few
painted stems.

Teaching
kids to count
is fine, but
teaching
them what
counts is
best.

Public Health Updates
Have you been wondering about the COVID Vaccination?
Here are two good resources that discuss the vaccination. The KNUJ site
has Dr Collins' interview on vaccination. He does an excellent job in explaining how the vaccine works.
http://knuj.net/2021/01/07/dr-daryn-collins-covid-vaccine/
https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center/

-
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Have you heard of S.M.A.R.T.?
Have you participated in any training through New Ulm ECFE, SMIF Early Childhood
Conferences, or MNAFEE?
Are you interested in learning about the exciting brain development that is happening every day in your Family Child Care?
A Chance To Grow invites you to join the S.M.A.R.T. Steps pilot project designed to
bring the S.M.A.R.T. program to Family Child Care. This new program will provide
children ages 0-5 years with fun, play-like activities that promote natural, healthy
brain development, making them ready to succeed in school. Providers selected to
participate will be involved in every phase of the project.

Laura Filzen
Pauline Holz
Abigail Schwab
1117 Center Street
New Ulm, Mn 56073
Phone: 507-359-6500 or 1-800-450-8246
Fax: 507-359-6542
Email: Licensing.Unit@co.brown.mn.us

We are on the Web
www.co.brown.mn.us/child
-care-licensing

Please see attached Flyer for more Details!!!

Recalls from Consumer Affairs
https://www.consumeraffairs.com/recalls/2020/10/
Scalpa of Phoenix, Ariz., is recallingh about 10,000 containers of Scalpa Numb Maximum Strength Topical Anesthetic Cream.
The product contains lidocaine which must be in child resistant packaging as required by the Poison Prevention Packaging Act. The
packaging of the product is not child resistant, posing a risk of poisoning to young children.

Nestlé Prepared Foods of Mt. Sterling, Ky., is recalling approximately 762,615 pounds of not-ready-to-eat pepperoni hot pockets.
The product may be contaminated with extraneous materials -- specifically pieces of glass and hard plastic.
The firm has received one report of a minor oral injury associated with consumption of this product.
The following frozen not-ready-to-eat item, produced from November 13 -- 16, 2020, with a shelf life of 14 months, is being recalled:



54-oz carton packages containing 12 “Nestlé HOT POCKETS BRAND SANDWICHES: PREMIUM PEPPERONI MADE WITH PORK, CHICKEN &
BEEF PIZZA GARLIC BUTTERY CRUST” with a “BEST BEFORE FEB 2022” date and lot codes 0318544624, 0319544614, 0320544614, and
0321544614.

CB2 of Chicago, Ill., is recalling about 11,355 Junction Tall Chests and Low Dressers sold in
the U.S. and Canada.
The chests and dressers are unstable if they are not anchored to the wall, posing serious tipover and entrapment hazards that can result in death or injuries to children.
The firm has received 10 reports of incidents, including five reports of the Tall Chest and five
reports of the Low Dresser tipping forward when the tip-over kit was not in use. No injuries
have been reported.

FREE OFFER

Have you heard of S.M.A.R.T.?
Have you participated in any training through New Ulm ECFE, SMIF Early Childhood Conferences, or MNAFEE?
Are you interested in learning about the exciting brain development that is
happening every day in your Family Child Care?

A Chance To Grow invites you to join the S.M.A.R.T. Steps pilot project designed
to bring the S.M.A.R.T. program to Family Child Care. This new program will
provide children ages 0-5 years with fun, play-like activities that promote natural, healthy brain development, making them ready to succeed in school. Providers selected to participate will be involved in every phase of the project.
Selected providers from Brown County will:
be given free quality training in brain development, outside of business hours
receive tools and equipment necessary to implement a successful S.M.A.R.T.
Steps program
assist in the development of provider training as the pilot progresses
give valuable feedback to be used in the creation of the program

help adjust the S.M.A.R.T. activities to make them useful in family child care
settings
receive free mentoring visits from S.M.A.R.T. Steps professionals

For more information or questions, please email smartsteps@actg.org.
Interested in applying for the project?

https://form.jotform.com/210204879354052

S.M.A.R.T. Steps is offered in partnership with the Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation (SMIF) and New Ulm ECFE.
Photo by Red Bird Hills, courtesy Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.

