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National Provider Appreciation Day –May 7, 2021
Childcare has evolved over time. In earlier history, the elders of the family would naturally take on this role.
Childcare was a family institution and non-family members were not considered to be responsible for caring
for the family’s children. The trigger for the change can be seen as a result of the wider impact of the Industrial Revolution in the 1800s. This saw more demand for laborers and more women went to work outside of
the home. In 1850, women working outside the home increased to 15%, an increase of 5% over a period of
10 years.
No individual or organization has claimed to be the founder of this holiday and there is no specific date as to
when this appreciation day was created. Though it is believed that, in 1996, a group of volunteer childcare
workers in New Jersey started it, to recognize those who work in this field. This team of volunteers wanted
to highlight the good and positive impact childcare professionals were making, which was going unnoticed
and taken for granted.
Many individuals and charitable organizations are working hard to have this day more widely recognized to
bring awareness of the work involved in being a childcare professional. Today, child care is needed more
than ever, with both parents going to work and both being expected to meet the ever-increasing demands
of the workplace. We are working longer, in both work hours and years, with retirement extended into our
70s. Grandparents are no longer the go-to option to take care of the kids, as they are most likely also still
working.
https://nationaltoday.com/national-provider-appreciation-day/
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This is my circus and these are
my monkeys

Tips:

Sandbox Care Tips that Only Take a Few Minutes
You want your kids to enjoy their sandbox, but you also want to make sure they’re safe while doing
so. Check out these 4 easy sandbox maintenance tips so that you never have to worry about the
cleanliness of the sand your kids are playing in:
Rake the Sandbox It’s unpleasant to think about, but sand may not be the only thing inside your
kids’ sandbox. Wild animals — and even household pets — sometimes mistake sandboxes as
their impromptu litter boxes. Plus, sharp rocks or sticks can hide under the sand, which can result in scrapes and cuts. Proper sandbox care requires you to rake the sandbox every so often
— doing so will allow you to unearth and remove anything that shouldn’t be there.
Cover up the Sandbox Sandbox maintenance becomes a lot easier when you don’t have to do it as
often. Covering up the sandbox when it’s not in use makes it harder for animals, rocks, and other debris to infiltrate it — making sandbox care a breeze. Another reason to keep your sandbox
covered is to prevent water from getting in. Excess water can actually cause mold to grow on
the sand. If you need something to cover yours up, you can oftentimes buy a lid at a big box
store. In a pinch, a tarp will also work to keep the sandbox covered.
Change the Sand You may be pretty diligent with your sandbox maintenance, but eventually the
sand will become too dirty to allow for safe and sanitary play. Changing the sand keeps your
kids’ play area clean and usable for years to come, and they’ll appreciate having fresh sand to
play with and build with. Change the sand in your children’s sandbox each year.
Watch for Splinters If you purchased a wooden sandbox for your kids, splinters are an unfortunate
possibility. Just like wooden playsets can cause splinters, wooden sandboxes can too.

Update Your Capacity
Updating your capacity through this survey and the Provider Business Update helps
those with young children working in health care and other critical sectors be connected to your programs. Data from the capacity survey on mn.gov/childcare is being used to address immediate needs related to the pandemic, and we are sharing
this map and survey with hospitals and critical sectors. Additionally, the Department
of Education is regularly connecting with school districts that may be challenged to
Child Care Providers provide the required school-age care for Tier 1 essential workers to encourage
change the world one them partner with child care in their community. If you have questions about your
license and availability to serve additional school-age children, call your licensor.
child at a time
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Activities/Projects
https://
www.thebestideasforkids.com/
butterfly-handprint-card/

https://
www.thebestideasforkids.com/
salt-dough-handprint-ornament/

It takes a big Heart
to shape a little mind

https://www.childcareland.com/
home/mothers-day-gift

Super Cute Idea !

-

Covid-19
If you or others are still in need of a vaccine:

The first step is getting everyone (16 and older) registered in the Vaccine Connector so they can get
contacted when a shot is available.
You can also search Vaccine Locations / COVID-19 Updates and Information - State of Minnesota and
make an appointment on your own (some vaccine providers are not yet serving all eligible populations).
 If you prefer, the state call center can be reached at 833-431-2053. It is open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday through Friday. The call center can also help you update your Vaccine Connector profile (if
your situation has changed).
If you live in an eligible ZIP code, you can make an appointment at the FEMA vaccination clinic at the
Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Visit the Minnesota State Fair State Vaccination webpage to learn more.
If you are already in the Vaccine Connector, you may be invited to an appointment at this location.

If you have questions about COVID-19, you can email
health.schools.covid19@state.mn.us
To report a positive covid-19 case in your child care, complete the DHS On-line form at:

https://redcap.health.state.mn.us/redcap/surveys/?
s=KKWLDH3ARC

Laura Filzen
Pauline Holz
Abigail Schwab

Brown County Human

Phone: 507-359-6500 or 1-800-450-8246
Fax: 507-359-6542
Email: Licensing.Unit@co.brown.mn.us

1117 Center Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

We are on the Web
www.co.brown.mn.us/child-care-licensing

Recalls from Consumer Affairs
https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls?page=1

Welmate Lidocaine Numbing Cream
Clip Clop Infant Activity

Hazard:
The packaging is not child resistant as required by the Poison
Prevention Packaging Act. The
pain relieving cream contains lidocaine, posing a risk of poisoning to
young children if they put it on
their skin or ingest it.

Hazard: The abacus ring on
the horses back can dislodge
and release the small beads,
posing a choking hazard to
small children.

https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls?combine=children%20&field_rcdate%5Bdate%5D=&field_rc_date_1%

B. toys Firefly Frank Infant Teethers
Hazard: The plastic wings can detach from the body
of the teether, posing a choking hazard to young
children.

dōTERRA Deep Blue, PastTense and Deep
Blue Touch Essential Oils
Hazard: The products contain the substance methyl
salicylate, which must be in child resistant packaging as
required by the Poison Prevention Packaging Act
(PPPA). The packaging of the products is not child resistant, posing a risk of poisoning if the contents are
applied to the skin or swallowed by young children

Ellipsis Jetpack mobile hotspots
Hazzard: The lithium ion battery in the hotspots can overheat,
posing fire and burn hazards.

Reach out and Ask PAL (Pauline, Abigail, and Laura)
Licensing.Unit@co.brown.mn.us

A REMINDER ABOUT PACIFERS
Pacifiers can be a very important item for some children and they are recommended for infants to help reduce the risk of Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID). Make sure pacifiers are:
kept clean
made of one solid piece of plastic with ventilation holes in the shield
in good condition
never attached to the crib, toy, blanket or the child
appropriate for the age of the child

Book Definition
A Child Care Provider is someone who provides supervision and care for children's basic needs in childcare
facilities. They perform a range of duties including preparing meals, creating lesson plans and helping children with
homework.

A Better Definition
Definition of a child care provider: Chef, Baker, janitor, sock and shoe finder, coat
buttoner, boot fitter, bottle washer, grocery shopper, diaper changer, protector, dishwasher, nose wiper, vegetable
pusher, floor sweeper, waiter, storyteller, playground attended, PE teacher, activity director, inspector, aerobics instructor, cab driver, teacher, tutor, entertainer, therapist, performer, bookkeeper, self-esteem builder, helper, wellwisher, Lifesaver, nurse, traffic controller, noise control her, thinker, problem solver, engineer, designer, safety instructor, counselor, historian, arbitrator, creator, inventor, companion, musician, technician, dietitian, beautician, fire
marshal, scientists, analyst, biologist, manicurist, receptionist, environmentalist, pharmacist, speech therapist, hygienist, reader, builder, informer, compromiser, composer, supervisor, author, schedule planner, navigator, peacemaker, Friend …

