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Homes need people. They deteriorate quickly when they’re not getting attention.  

Fall is a really good time to start thinking about your home maintenance as well as getting it ready for the colder 
weather. Here are a few items that you can do to get ready for the winter and help keep your home happy. 

Before the weather turns cold, take this time to change your filters, at the very least. I recommend having the 
system inspected by a reputable HVAC contractor. Better yet, look into an annual maintenance agreement. Have 
the contractor check your system and make sure your heat is going to work when you need it. It’s much better to 
find an HVAC problem in the moderate temperatures of the fall than it is to find your furnace doesn’t work on a 
frigid winter day.  

Check your home’s heating and air conditioning system  

Prepare for snow removal 

Dig out the snowblower and fire it up before the big one hits. Make 
sure it’s ready for that snowy morning. If it’s not, then get it re-
paired now. Also take inventory of your salt and shovel situation. 
You know you won’t be able to find a shovel after the big snow-
storm hits. 

Get your patio furniture protected, but make sure you wait until a clear, 
warm day to cover it so you don’t trap moisture on it.  

Cover your patio furniture  

Do a quick energy audit  

But fall is also a good time just to check your door seals. Make sure you’re not 
seeing daylight around your exterior doors, and take a can of spray foam insula-
tion and fill in around those drafty outlets and light switches  

Make sure your attic doesn’t become a critter hotel  

 These critters can cause a lot of damage and potentially some heath problems. Make sure your trees are trimmed 
well away from the house, and make sure your gable vents are intact. It’s a good idea to tack a screen up behind 
your gable vent just in case. Also walk around your home and look up at your soffit and fascia. Make sure there are 
no holes that will allow birds to get in  

Test your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors  

Winter is the time most house fires happen. It’s the time of year when we’re blasting the furnace and building 
fires. We are also much more likely to have our home closed up tight, so carbon monoxide is a much bigger haz-
ard. Check all of your smoke detectors to make sure they are working and that they have good batteries.   

Clean your chimney  

Have your fireplace cleaned and inspected before you start building those cozy fires in the next couple of months. 
A good chimney sweep company will make sure the fireplace is safe to use, and it can also identify maintenance 

Clean your gutters 

Once the leaves are pretty much off the trees, it’s time to clean those gutters. When your gutters 
back up, they overflow, and when they overflow, that water runs down your home, speeding up the 
deterioration of your exterior 

Check your drainage 

Make sure the soil around your foundation hasn’t settled, creating areas for water to 
pool at your foundation. If you find a low spot, simply fill it in with some soil. Then go 
around and check your rain gutter downspouts. Make sure water is getting moved away 
from the home 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2018/10/01/use-

this-checklist-prepare-your-home-winter/ 
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Providers have been encouraged to follow recommended health guidance from the Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH) to address COVID-19 since July. Since that time, Minnesota has 
seen a surge in COVID-19 infections due to the Delta variant, which poses an increased risk to 
children due to its transmissibility and their inability to be vaccinated at this time. 

 

Due to these concerns, DHS and MDH are working to prepare for and respond to continued 
emergencies presented by the pandemic. As part of that preparation and response, DHS 
and MDH are notifying child care license holders that, effective immediately, under the 
pandemic planning provision of the Minnesota Human Services Licensing Act, child care 
license holders are required to comply with the following MDH guidance and recommen-
dations for child care settings:  

 

Report Cases: Report cases of COVID-19 to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). 
Minnesota Rule 4605.7070 requires any person in charge of any institution, school, child care 
facility, or camp to report cases of COVID-19 to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). 
Use the COVID-19 Case Report Form for K-12 Schools, Childcares, and Youth Programming 
(Camps, Sports, Extracurricular Activities) to report each child or staff member who receives a 
positive test result. 
 
Notification: Notify the parent/guardian of a child who is identified as a close contact of 
someone who tested positive for COVID-19. MDH has a template letter to use for this purpose. 
The letter explains that the close contact should stay home and not go to child care during their 
quarantine period. Providers may elect any of the quarantine options outlined in the template 
letter, to the extent the option aligns with MDH’s Best Practices for Handling a Confirmed Case 
of COVID-19. 

 

Quarantine and Isolation: Exclude/quarantine children and staff who test positive for 
COVID-19 and those who have had close contact with someone who receives a positive test 
result based on the Best Practices for Handling a Confirmed Case of COVID-19. Identifica-
tion and quarantine of close contacts plays an important role in minimizing the spread of 
COVID19. Questions related to the Best Practices for Handling a Confirmed Case of COVID
-19 document can be directed to MDH at health.schools.covid19@state.mn.us. 

All licensed child care providers are now required to follow the three directives listed 
above as a part of licensing compliance. DHS may issue licensing actions including cor-
rection orders, fines, conditional licenses, revocations, and suspensions to providers who do not 
comply with the MDH guidance and recommendations related to COVID-19 as specified above. 

MDH has additional guidance and best practice recommendations for child care settings. DHS 
recommends that child care license holders review and incorporate as many layered mitigation 
strategies as possible to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and maintain safe operations. 

UPDATE from DHS 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODY4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3JlZGNhcC5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvcmVkY2FwL3N1cnZleXMvP3M9WUxIOTRYVzdZS0Q5V0RFOSJ9.f4k1fS67Y75MsBN
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODY4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3JlZGNhcC5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvcmVkY2FwL3N1cnZleXMvP3M9WUxIOTRYVzdZS0Q5V0RFOSJ9.f4k1fS67Y75MsBN
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODY4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvc2Nob29scy9sZXR0ZXJzL2NvbnRhY3RmYW0uZG9j
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODY4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvc2Nob29scy9jYXNlaGFuZGxlLnBkZiJ9.PaoWUFP
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODY4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvc2Nob29scy9jYXNlaGFuZGxlLnBkZiJ9.PaoWUFP
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODY4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvc2Nob29scy9jYXNlaGFuZGxlLnBkZiJ9.e-q1rs5
mailto:health.schools.covid19@state.mn.us
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODY4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGguc3RhdGUubW4udXMvZGlzZWFzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMvc2Nob29scy9pbmRleC5odG1sIn0.WrE3UIa3WUVq


What you need: 

clear contact paper 

leaves, grasses, twigs and/or flower petals 

ribbon 

hole punch 

Directions: Simply lay a piece of clear contact paper, sticky side up, on the table. You 

can tape the paper to the table to keep it from slipping. Have your toddler place the 

leaves, grasses and flower petals in their own design on the sticky paper. When they 

are finished place another piece of contact paper on top and trim the artwork into any 

shape you desire. Punch a hole at the top and thread ribbon for hanging your new 

masterpiece in the window. If you've got young ones at home and need to simplify 

this craft, just put one leaf inside each hanging and you've quickly got a great decora-

tion! Or, try finding different kinds of leaves and combining for a collection effect! 

Activities/Projects 
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Hand print Fall Tree Craft 
With two different ways to craft, 

older and younger kids can make 

their own versions of a colorful 

fall tree. 

  

Pine Cone Hedgehogs 

Find pine cones on a 

nature walk and trans-

form them into adora-

ble little hedgehogs. 

To make this sensory bin, I used: 

popcorn kernels 

felt leaves - I found these at the dollar store. 

acrylic leaves - I found these at Michaels. They can usually be found with 

the seasonal items or in the vase filler aisle. 

fake maple leaves - I found these at the dollar store. Can you tell that I 

love my dollar stores? 

measuring cups - You can use any kind of scoops, spoons, or cups that 

you have on hand. 

Sensory Bin  

Leaf Window Hanging  



Recalls  from Consumer Affairs 

Phone: 507-359-6500 or  1-800-450-8246 
Fax: 507-359-6542 
Email:  Licensing.Unit@co.brown.mn.us 

Brown County Human Services 

We are on the Web 

www.co.brown.mn.us/child

-care-licensing 

 

Laura Filzen 
Pauline Holz 
Abigail Schwab 
1117 Center Street 
New Ulm, Mn 56073 

https://www.consumeraffairs.com/recalls/2020/10/ 

 

Name of Product: TurboSke Kids Toddler Bike Helmets 

Hazard: The bicycle helmets do not comply with the U.S. CPSC federal 
safety standard for bicycle helmets, posing a risk of head injury. 

Name of Product: Janod Children’s Shaving Kits 

Hazard: The brown trim of the shaving kit bags contains 

levels of a regulated phthalate that exceed the prohibition 

of specific phthalates. Banned phthalates are toxic if ingest-

ed by young children and can cause adverse health issues. 

Name of Product: “Cutie Spoovel” children’s eating utensils 

Hazard: The handle of the Cutie Spoovel utensil can break off releas-

ing small parts, posing a choking hazard for young children. 

Name of Product: Boppy Original Newborn Loungers, 

Boppy Preferred Newborn Loungers and Pottery Barn 

Kids Boppy Newborn Loungers 

Hazard: Infants can suffocate if they roll, move, or are 

placed on the lounger in a position that obstructs 

breathing, or roll off the lounger onto an external sur-

face, such as an adult pillow or soft bedding that ob-

structs breathing. 

Phoenix 200 All-Terrain Vehicles ATVs 

Recalled by Polaris Due to Crash Hazard 

(Recall Alert) 

Hazard: The storage tray with cup holders and step 

can come loose from the tower, posing a fall hazard 

to the child.  

Name of Product: StepUp Sidekick Learning Towers 

Name of Product: Ocean and Safari animal wooden tray puzzles 

Hazard: The octopus and elephant puzzle pieces can break, posing a 

choking hazard to young children.   



Ask Pal 

When I have my Annual inspections, does the licensor 

have to  inspect my unlicensed parts of the house. (Such 

as: If I am not licensed for using upstairs of house).  

Question: 

The answer is YES.  Pal sent this one to Department of 

Human Services (DHS) to answer. 

Their response was Yes, It is the licensors duty to check the 

entire space to insure there is no hazards (fire concerns), 

other children in the residence, or other possible dangers 

that might exist.  

This is covered under Commissioner’s Right of Access  

Question: 

Do I have to report Positive COVID Tests in my 

Family child care or my household? 

Answer is YES 

Question: 

Do license holders need to keep the COVID Preparedness Plan or can they throw it out?  

Answer 

Yes, the law requires the program to keep this type of record for five years from the date the 

program closes.  

Additionally, now that the peacetime emergency has ended, license holders are no longer 

required to have these plans in place. However, as we anticipate that children and parents 

could still contract COVID-19, having the plan at the ready could provide needed guidance for 

isolation and next steps.  

How do I report a positive case to MDH? 

Providers must use the COVID-19 Case Report Form for K-12 Schools, Childcares, and Youth Programming 

(Camps, Sports, Extracurricular Activities) to report each child or staff member who receives a positive test result 


