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 Hello February! 

February is the second month of the new year following January, with 

fresh energy and aspirations. February 2022 will surely be an amazing 

one for all of you where you will make new goals and try and be positive 

for the rest of the year. So bid goodbye January and welcome February 

with  “Wonderful Hello”! 

February is the second chapter of the twelve months and you should con-

tinue it with positive vibes, inspiration and great energy. Feb is the 

month when love is in the air. In Feb Valentine’s Day is celebrated and is 

a great month to celebrate friendship and love. 

Let’s warm up this cold month with love and connections. From valen-

tine cards to dressing up your pet, this month has it all. It’s time to flip 

the calendar page, check out February holidays and observances, and 

start thinking about who we’re connecting with this month. We’ve 

shared some ideas to help you celebrate. 

FAVORITE FEBRUARY THEME IDEAS: 

Valentine’s Day Party – Create homemade mailboxes and have 

kids bring in special Valentine’s for their friends. Send home a list 

of names of the kids in your program in advance. 

Love Your Teeth – Set up a pretend dentist office in your dramatic 

play area and invite a local dentist or dental hygienist to come and 

chat with your kids about how to care for their teeth. 

I Love to Read – Teach kids how to care for books, create activi-

ties to go with some of your favorite stories, invite parents & 

grandparents to be a Mystery Reader, host a reading contest, let 

kids bring in their favorite books to read all month long. 

President’s Day – Print off pictures of presidents, read kid-friendly 

books about presidents, set out Lincoln Logs, use money (toy or 

real) and point out the president’s faces and names, make George 

Washington hats, create penny rub art, shine up pennies (science 

experiment), 
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Of the more than 700,000 Minnesota families with at least one child age 12 or younger, most use some type of 

child care arrangement.  

In Minnesota, a child care provider must obtain a license to operate a child care center or family child care program unless the pro-
vider meets an exemption in state law. Licensure promotes safe and nurturing child care environments by ensuring that licensed 
child care providers meet minimum health and safety standards. These include background study requirements; staff/caregiver 
qualifications and training; program policies and procedures; supervision requirements; child/adult ratios and age distribution re-
quirements; behavior guidance; infant and safe sleep requirements; physical environment requirements; equipment and activity 
requirements; mandated reporting requirements, and keeping requirements. Types of child care providers, regulations and who 
monitors compliance Child care centers are usually located in a nonresidential setting. Centers must have at least one teacher and 
may have additional teachers, assistant teachers and aides depending on the ages and number of children served at the center. 
Child care centers include programs such as preschools, Head Start programs, and drop-in and sick care for fewer than 24 hours a 
day. More than 1,750 child care centers are licensed in Minnesota.  

• The Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS) Licensing Division is responsible for monitoring child care centers, including processing 

license and certification applications, conducting inspections, investigating complaints, issuing correction orders, and issuing licensing sanctions 

when appropriate. Family child care is usually provided in a caregiver’s home for 10 or fewer children at one time. Group family child care may be 

provided for up to 14 children; however, two caregivers are required when there are more than 12 children in care. About 7,000 family and group 

• Licensing requirements for family child care programs are in Minnesota Rules, parts 9502.0300 to 9502.0445 (DHS Rule 2) and Minnesota Stat-

utes, Chapter 245A and 245C and260E.mn.gov/dhs 

• Counties are responsible for monitoring family child care programs, including processing license applications, making licensing recommenda-

tions to DHS, conducting licensing inspections, investigating complaints, issuing correction orders, and recommending licensing sanctions to DHS 

when appropriate. Inspections DHS and county licensors visit licensed and certified child care programs annually to monitor for compliance with 

licensing or certification requirements, including health and safety standards. State law also requires each program to be inspected prior to 

being granted a license. The results of licensing inspections are posted online at DHS Licensing Information Lookup, including the date of the 

visit and any violations determined. Complaints and investigations To help protect the health, safety, and well-being of children in licensed and 

certified child care programs, reports of possible licensing violations and alleged maltreatment are investigated. 

• In family child care programs, county licensors investigate possible licensing violations, and county child protection agencies investigate reports 
of alleged maltreatment. Correction orders and fix-it tickets When it is determined that one or more licensing violations has occurred, a correction 
order is issued. The correction order lists citations for the violations and specifies corrective actions the child care provider must take. Programs 
are typically ordered to correct the violation immediately. DHS and county licensors issue fix-it tickets for noncompliance with a limited number of 
licensing rules that do not imminently endanger the health, safety, and rights of children in care. If the provider corrects the observed noncompli-
ance while the licensor is on-site or within 48 hours, a correction order will not be issued. Licensing sanctions When the nature, severity or chro-
nicity of licensing violations warrant action beyond a correction order, DHS may issue licensing sanctions. Providers have the right to appeal any of 
these actions. In State Fiscal Year 2020, DHS issued 176 licensing sanctions to family child care programs and 159 licensing sanctions to child care 
centers  

• A conditional license requires compliance with special terms for the program to continue to operate. In State Fiscal Year 2020, DHS issued 47 

orders of conditional license. 

• Fines ranging from $100 to $1,000 may be assessed for certain types of licensing violations, such as background study violations and infant safe 

sleep violations. In State Fiscal Year 2020, DHS ordered 207 child care programs to pay fines.mn.gov/dhs 

• Suspension of licenses requires a licensed program to meet certain conditions or requirements before the license is reinstated. In State Fiscal 

Year 2020, DHS suspended five licenses.  

• Temporary immediate suspension occurs when there is imminent risk of harm to children, requires the child care program to immediately 

stop operating and remains in effect while an investigation into the incident is completed. The commissioner has 90 days to determine wheth-

er a final licensing sanction will be issued. In State Fiscal Year 2020, DHS issued 37 temporary immediate suspensions. 

• Revocation means the license holder is no longer allowed to operate and the license is closed by the Commissioner due to serious or chronic 

licensing violations. In State Fiscal Year 2020, DHS revoked licenses.  



3  

 

Page 3 

BROWN COUNTY FCC NEWS VOLUME 2 ISSUE 2 

Show Me the Science – When & How to Use Hand Sanitizer in Community Settings 

During the Coronavirus Disease 19 (COVID-19) pandemic, keeping hands clean is especially important to help pre-

vent the virus from spreading. CDC recommends washing hands with soap and water whenever possible because 

handwashing reduces the amounts of all types of germs and chemicals on hands. But if soap and water are not 

available, using a hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol can help you avoid getting sick and spreading germs to 

others. The guidance for effective handwashing and use of hand sanitizer in community settings was developed 

based on data from a number of studies. 

Alcohol-based hand sanitizers can quickly reduce the number of microbes on hands in some situations, but sanitizers do not eliminate all types 

of germs. 

Why? Soap and water are more effective than hand sanitizers at removing certain kinds of germs, like Cryptosporidi-

um, norovirus, and Clostridium difficile. Although alcohol-based hand sanitizers can inactivate many types of mi-

crobes very effectively when used correctly, people may not use a large enough volume of the sanitizers or may 

wipe it off before it has dried. 

Hand sanitizers may not be as effective when hands are visibly dirty or greasy. 

Why? Many studies show that hand sanitizers work well in clinical settings like hospitals, where hands come into 

contact with germs but generally are not heavily soiled or greasy. Some data also show that hand sanitizers may 

work well against certain types of germs on slightly soiled hands. However, hands may become very greasy or 

soiled in community settings, such as after people handle food, play sports, work in the garden, or go camping or 

fishing. When hands are heavily soiled or greasy, hand sanitizers may not work well . Handwashing with soap and 

water is recommended in such circumstances. 

Hand sanitizers might not remove harmful chemicals, like pesticides and heavy metals, from hands. 

Why? Although few studies have been conducted, hand sanitizers probably cannot remove or inactivate many types 

of harmful chemicals. In one study, people who reported using hand sanitizer to clean hands had increased levels 

of pesticides in their bodies. If hands have touched harmful chemicals, wash carefully with soap and water (or as 

directed by a poison control center). 

If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 

Why? Many studies have found that sanitizers with an alcohol concentration between 60–95% are more effective at 

killing germs than those with a lower alcohol concentration or non-alcohol-based hand sanitizers . Hand sanitizers 

without 60-95% alcohol may not work equally well for many types of germs; and merely reduce the growth of germs 

rather than kill them outright. 

When using hand sanitizer, apply the product to the palm of one hand (read the label to learn the correct amount) and rub the product all 

over the surfaces of your hands until your hands are dry. 

Why? The steps for hand sanitizer use are based on a simplified procedure recommended by CDC. Instructing peo-

ple to cover all surfaces of both hands with hand sanitizer has been found to provide similar disinfection effective-

ness as providing detailed steps for rubbing-in hand sanitizer . 

Swallowing alcohol-based hand sanitizers can cause alcohol poisoning. 

Why? Ethyl alcohol (ethanol)-based hand sanitizers are safe when used as directed, but they can cause alcohol poi-

soning if a person swallows more than a couple of mouthfuls. 

From 2011 – 2015, U.S. poison control centers received nearly 85,000 calls about hand sanitizer exposures among 

children. Children may be particularly likely to swallow hand sanitizers that are scented, brightly colored, or attrac-

tively packaged. Hand sanitizers should be stored out of the reach of young children and should be used with adult 

supervision. Child-resistant caps could also help reduce hand sanitizer-related poisonings among young children. 

Older children and adults might purposefully swallow hand sanitizers to become drunk. 



4  

February Holidays and Observances To Celebrate in 2022 

There's more to February than just Valentine's Day. 

 February 1: National Freedom Day, National Dark Chocolate Day, National 
Serpent Day, National Baked Alaska Day, National Get Up Day 

February 2: Groundhog Day, National Hedgehog Day, National Tater Tot Day, Na-
tional Ukulele Day 

 February 3: Four Chaplains Day, National Missing Persons Day, National Car-
rot Cake Day, National Golden Retriever Day 

 February 4: USO Day, World Cancer Day,1 National Homemade Soup Day 

 February 5: National Weatherperson's Day, World Nutella Day 

 February 6: National Lame Duck Day, Pay a Compliment Day, National Frozen 
Yogurt Day 

 February 7: National Send a Card to a Friend Day, Rose Day, National Fettucci-
ne Alfredo Day, National Bubble Gum Day* (first Friday), National Wear Red Day* 
(first Friday), Give Kids a Smile Day* (first Friday) 

 February 8: Take Your Child to the Library Day* (first Saturday), National Kite 
Flying Day, Opera Day, Read in the Bathtub Day 

 February 9, National Pizza Day, World Marriage Day* (second Sunday) 

 February 10: National Umbrella Day, Teddy Day, National Clean Out Your Com-
puter Day* (second Monday) 

 February 11: National Inventors' Day, National Make a Friend Day, National 
Don’t Cry Over Spilled Milk Day, National Make a Friend Day, Get Out Your Guitar 
Day, International Day of Women and Girls in Science 

 February 12: Abraham Lincoln's Birthday, International Darwin Day 

 February 13: World Radio Day, Galentine's Day, National Tortellini Day 

February 14: Valentine's Day, National [Organ] Donor Day2 

https://www.thespruce.com/groundhog-day-party-ideas-2104329
https://www.thespruce.com/stay-at-home-valentines-date-ideas-1197411
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 February 15: National Gumdrop Day, Susan B. Anthony Day, National Bagel 
Day, Singles Awareness Day 

 February 16: Do a Grouch a Favor Day, National Almond Day 

 February 17: Presidents' Day* (third Monday) 

 February 18: National Battery Day, National Drink Wine Day 

 February 19: National Chocolate Mint Day 

 February 20: National Love Your Pet Day, National Muffin Day 

 February 21: International Mother Language Day, National Sticky Bun Day, 
National Caregivers Day* (third Friday) 

 February 22: George Washington's Birthday, Be Humble Day, World Thinking 
Day, National Margarita Day 

February 23: National Banana Bread Day 

 February 24: National Tortilla Chip Day 

 February 25: National Chocolate Covered Nut Day, Let's All Eat Right Day, 
National Clam Chowder Day, National Pancake Day, World Spay Day* (last Tues-
day) 

 February 26: Tell a Fairy Tale Day, National Pistachio Day 

 February 27: No Brainer Day, International Polar Bear Day, National Chili 
Day, Digital Learning Day* (last Thursday) 

 February 28: National Public Sleeping Day, National Chocolate Souffle Day, 
National Science Day 

 February 29: Leap Day (every four years), Rare Disease Day* (either 28 or 
29 depending on year)3 

https://www.thespruce.com/do-bananas-have-seeds-3269378
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FLYING CUPID BALLOON ROCKET LAUNCHER 

Get kids thinking about how things go by setting up this super simple balloon rocket physics activity  

SUPPLIES: Balloon, Tape, Straws, String, A clothespin (optional), cupid printout, scissors 

BALLOON ROCKET SET UP: 

1. Locate two anchor points across the room from each other. We used two chairs. 

2. Measure and cut a length of string to fit the distance. 

3. Tie off one end of the string. 

4. Thread the straw onto the other end of the string before tying off that end on the 2nd anchor point. Make 

sure the string is taught between the two points. Though check our experiment notes for more ideas! 

5. Cut out our cupid or draw your own. You could even use a sharpie to draw one on the side of the balloon. 

6. Blow up the balloon and secure with a clothespin if desired or just hold it. 

7. Tape your paper cupid to the balloon. 

Tape the balloon to the straw. You can see how we did that in the picture below. 
 
BALLOON ROCKET ACTION: Either release the clothespin or your fingers and watch cupid fly! Note 
what happens! Once your balloon has reached the other end of the string, slide it back. You may need to read-
just or fix tape. Blow the balloon up and try again. Learn other ways to experiment below. 

HOW DOES THE BALLOON ROCKET WORK? 

So how exactly does Cupid get its go? It’s all about the thrust and Newton’s Third Law of Motion that for every action 
there is an equal and opposite reaction. 

Let’s start with thrust. You blow up the balloon, so now it’s filled with gas. When you release the balloon the air/gas 
escapes creating a forward pushing motion called thrust! Thrust is created by the energy released from the balloon. 

Then, you can bring in Sir Isaac Newton. For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. This is the third law 
of motion. When the gas is forced out of the balloon it pushed back against the air outside the balloon which then push-
es the balloon forward! 

Kids will love testing out this science concept over and over again, and you can easily turn it to an experiment for the 
older kids by adjusting the variables. You can even add a stopwatch! 

Test out different shaped balloons. Change the angle, tightness, or even type of string! Talk about what happens fig 
your string is droopy or if the string is as thick as the diameter of the straw opening. How do those factors change the 
movement of the balloon? 
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ENERGY-BUSTING INDOOR GAMES & ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS (BECAUSE CABIN FEVER IS NO JOKE) 

https://whatmomslove.com/kids/active-indoor-games-activities-for-kids-to-burn-energy/   

 

Tape Shape Game: Use this tape to put a variety of shapes, letters and/or numbers on your floor. Have your child stand 

on their favorite one then give them instructions to follow that will lead them to their next destination (for example: “bear 

crawl to the square”, “hop like a Frog to the T”, “Run to the rectangle”). We love that this game from Toddler Approved keeps 

your child moving, but also helps them learn their shapes, letters and numbers! 

************************************************************************************** 

Hopscotch: Make a simple hopscotch “board” and your kids will think it’s just the coolest thing that it’s inside!  

************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Number Squares: Make a large square with your tape and then divide it into 9 or more small squares, marking random 

numbers in each one. Now ask your child to perform a specific movement to get to the next number like “jump to 10”, “zoom 

to 3”, “slither to 67”.  

************************************************************************** 

Don’t Let The Balloon Touch The Ground: This is the classic game that kids fall for every time. The rules are simple 

– hit the balloon up in the air but don’t let it touch the ground. To make it more challenging for older kids, have them juggle 

more than 1 balloon, or tie one hand behind their back. Time them to see how long they can do it for, or if you have multiple 

kids, have them count how many times they can hit it back and forth…then see if they can beat their time or score! This game 

is great for improving arm strength and hand-eye coordination. 

******************************************************************************************************* 

Penguin Waddle: Place a balloon between your child’s knees and have them waddle across the room without dropping it. 

Make it more challenging for older kids by having them go around a few obstacles. If they drop it, they have to go back to the 

start. 

For multiple kids, have them play as a team with the balloon placed between their hips. Once they get the hang of it, get out 

your timer to see how fast they can do it. 

**************************************************************** 

Balloon Taps: Hang a balloon by a string from your doorway so it is a few inches higher than your child’s arm reach. Then 

challenge them to try and tap it with their hand. Count how many they can do in a row without missing (this gets tiring very 

quickly!). Up the ante by seeing if they can jump and touch the Balloon Blow: Set up a “course” and see if your child can blow a 

balloon all the way to the finish line. They’ll have to do lots of army crawls working their upper body and core strength along 

the way. Balloon with the top of their head! 

************************************************************************************** 

Balloon Volleyball: Make a “net” by tying a piece of string between 2 chairs and then have your child hit the balloon back 

and forth by running from one side to the other, trying to keep it off the floor. If you have 2 or more kids, have them hit it over 

the net as many times as they can without it falling. 

 

 



9  

Crab Walk: Teach your child how to do the crab walk, then see how fast they can scurry across the room. Have races with sib-

lings (or yourself!) and then increase the level of difficulty by having them balance a stuffed animal on their stomach. If it falls, they 

have to scramble back to the beginning and start again! 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

Balloon Hockey: Use a small kiddy hockey stick or make your own out of cardboard (see full tutorial on Creative Connections 

For Kids) to navigate a balloon into a net (use a laundry basket or box on its side if you don’t have any smaller ones to bring in-

doors). 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Alligator Alley: One of our favorite go-to inside games of all time. Simply scatter some “islands” or “boats” across the floor 

(use pillows, stuffed animals, books, etc) and then have your kids jump from one to the next without falling into the “water” and 

risk being eaten by a hungry alligator. Bonus points if Mom plays said hungry alligator and chomps after them when they stumble! 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

Cotton-Ball Crawl: This Cotton-Ball Crawl game (via Parenting) is tons of fun and involves moving a pile of cotton balls from 

one room to another using a spoon. The feather-weight cotton balls make it easy to fly off if they don’t balance it just right! 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

ABC Exercise Cards: Download these fun printable cards from Home School Share which outline an active task for each letter 

of the alphabet. Have your child do all the ones that make up their name, or simply pick at random. In addition to getting in some 

healthy physical movement, they’ll also be learning their letters! 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

Potato Drop: The Potato Drop (via Parenting) is another one of our favorites because kids think it is good ol’ silly fun (we do 

too). Have all participants place a potato between their knees and race to a finish line where they have to drop it into a designated 

bowl or bucket. If the potato is dropped, or if hands touch it, they have to go back to the start and try again. (editor’s note: this is 

actually a great party game for big groups of kids – split them up into 2 teams and relay race to see which one can get all their po-

tatoes into the bucket first!) 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

Mirror, Mirror: Stand face to face with your child, about a foot apart, and have them attempt to copy all your movements. 

Reach up and stretch to the sky. Do 10 jumping jacks. Run in place. Act like a monkey. Make it fun and you’ll both be working up a 

sweat in no time. Then switch roles and copy your child – they won’t be able to hold back the laughter (and neither will you!). 

********************************************************************************************************** 

Scavenger Hunt: Use this Scavenger Hunt Printable from Living and Life Designed to send your kids on a fun hunt around the 

house collecting various items that you’ve listed. Make it fun by including specific things like “your favorite bath toy” or “a pink 

sock” to more general categories like “something that begins with the letter T”. And yes, set that timer! 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

Obstacle Course: This tried-and-true idea is always a huge hit with kids, and can be made different every time so it never gets old. Make sure 

to create an engaging course that includes a variety of motions (jumping, crawling, balancing, etc.) and uses a large area. Have your kids help 

make the course (which is half the fun!) using some of these creative ideas: 

Hula hoops to jump through   Blanket over 2 chairs to crab walk through  Couch cushions to hop between 

Line of tape to balance on   Tupperware containers to hurdle over   Stuffed animals to roll over 

We love that obstacle courses are great for kids of all ages to participate in – the younger tots enjoy just being able to complete all the obstacles, 

while older kids can race against each other or the clock. You could even have them attempt it balancing a bean bag or stuffed animal on their 



10  

Longwood Forest Recalls Angel Line Bunk Beds with Angled Ladders Due to Serious Entrap-

ment and Strangulation Hazards; 2-Year-Old Child’s Death Reported  

Hazard: The metal hook fastening the ladder to the top bunk bed frame can move away or 

detach from the bed frame when the ladder is lifted, causing the gap between the ladder 

step and bed frame to open wider than 3.5 inches, posing serious entrapment and strangula-

tion hazards. 

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled bunk beds, block children’s 

access to the bunk beds and contact Angel Line to receive a free repair kit with reinforce-

ment brackets for the ladder. Consumers who paid for the bunk beds to be assembled when 

purchased will receive reimbursement for help with installing the repair kit if needed. 

Karmas Far Recalls Infant Bath Seats Due to Drowning Hazard (Recall Alert)  

Hazard: The bath seats fail to meet the federal safety standard for infant bath 

seats, including requirements for stability and leg openings, and can tip over while 

in use, posing a drowning hazard to babies.  

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled infant bath seats 

and contact Karmas Far to receive a pre-paid label to return the products. Upon 

receipt of the products, consumers will be issued a full refund for the purchase 

price. Karmas Far is notifying all known purchasers directly. 

Magnussen Home Recalls Nova Series 5-Drawer Chests Due to Tip-Over and Entrapment 

Hazards  

Hazard: The recalled chests are unstable if they are not anchored to the wall, posing tip-

over and entrapment hazards that can result in death or serious injuries to children. The 

chests do not comply with the performance requirements of the voluntary industry stand-

ard ASTM F2057-19. 

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled Nova Series 5-Drawer 

Chest and contact Magnussen Home for a refund. The amount of the refund will be pro-

rated based on the age of the chest. 

myCharge Recalls Powerbanks Due to Fire and Burn Hazards   

Hazard: The powerbank’s lithium-ion battery can overheat and 

ignite, posing fire and burn hazards.  

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the re-

called powerbanks and contact myCharge for instructions on 

returning the battery to obtain a refund in the form of an elec-

tronic voucher for the full purchase price plus a 25% bonus for 

redemption on www.mycharge.com. 
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Games Workshop Recalls Koyo Bounca The Squig Plush Toys Due to Chok-

ing Hazard   

Hazard: The pom-poms can detach from the toy, posing a choking hazard to 

young children. 

Remedy: Consumers should immediately take the recalled plush toy away 

from young children and return the toy to any Games Workshop or Warham-

mer store for a full refund, or destroy the product by cutting off the tail with 

scissors and provide photographic proof of destruction by emailing the pho-

to to custserv@gwplc.com or uploading photo using the form at https://

www.games-workshop.com/recall for a full refund. 

Family Dollar Recalls Beach Loung-

ers Due to Injury Hazard  

Hazard: The recalled loungers can 

collapse unexpectedly, posing an in-

jury hazard if fingers get caught in 

the metal folding joints.   

Remedy: Consumers should immedi-

ately stop using the recalled beach 

loungers and return them to a Family 

Dollar store for a full refund. Con-

sumers can also email Family Dollar 

for instructions to make the beach 

lounger unusable and to then pro-

vide Family Dollar a photo. Once con-

firmed, Family Dollar will provide a 

refund to the consumer.   

Name of Product:  FRIGG Silicone Pacifi-

ers  

Hazard:  The base of the silicone nipple 

has a fine slit that can cause the nipple to 

detach from the plastic shield, posing a 

choking hazard.   

Remedy: Refund 

 

Pearl River Propane Hoses Sold with 

Flame King Torches and Accessories Re-

called Due to Fire Hazard   

Hazard: The propane hose can swell and 

rupture, allowing propane gas to leak, pos-

ing a fire hazard to the user. 

Remedy: Consumers should immediately 

stop using the recalled propane hoses. To 

obtain a free replacement hose, send a 

photograph of the propane hose cut in 

half so that it is no longer operable to the 

firm’s e-mail along with a return mailing 

address to receive a free replacement 

hose. Once Pearl River receives confirma-

tion of the hose cut in half, consumers can 

throw away the cut hose. 

Royal Sovereign Recalls Portable Air Conditioners Due to Fire and 

Burn Hazards; One Death Reported   

Hazard: A faulty drain motor in the air conditioners can ignite the 

plastic enclosure of the unit, posing fire and burn hazards to con-

sumers and risk of serious injury or death. 

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled 

portable air conditioners, unplug the unit, follow the instructions 

online at www.Recall-PAC3012.com for properly severing the 

electrical cord rendering the unit unusable, and contact Royal 

Sovereign for a pro-rated refund based on the age of the portable 

air conditioner. Failure to unplug the unit could result in shock, 

electrocution, or death. 
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Ask Pal 

Laura Filzen 
Pauline Holz 
Abigail Schwab 
1117 Center Street 
New Ulm, Mn 56073 

Phone: 507-359-6500 or  1-800-450-8246 
Fax: 507-359-6542 
Email:  Licensing.Unit@co.brown.mn.us 

Web Site: 

https://www.co.brown.mn.us/child-care-licensing 

Send in questions  9502.0425 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT. 
 Subp. 7. Heating and venting systems. 

C. Combustible items must not be located within 36 inches 
of the furnace or other heating sources. 

Leading Causes 

• Cooking – 44%  
(5 deaths/33 injuries) 
• Heating – 6% 
• Electrical – 8% 
• Open Flame – 7% 
• Appliances – 8%  
• Incendiary -5%  
• Smoking – 3% 
• Natural – 3% 
• Other – 16% 

Here are five stove safety tips to help avoid cooking fires. 

1. Keep your counters clear 
You want to keep certain items near the stove to help with your cooking, but make 
sure you're not creating a fire hazard. Keeping paper towels too close to the stove 
is a common mistake; as is having a dish towel, oven mitts or potholders too near 
the stove. If a burner is left on by accident, such items can ignite quickly. Other 
things that are potential fire hazards near a stove are paper and plastic bags and 
wooden utensils. 
 
Also, make sure you're not using your toaster under a cabinet or, even worse, under a paper 
towel holder. Pull your toaster to the front of the counter to use it, because the heat from the 

toaster can ignite paper towels or start a fire on the bottom of the cabinet. 
 
2. Create a safe cooking space 
Kids and pets have their place in the home — but the kitchen is not it, especially when 
the stove or oven is in use. There are a number of hazards that go beyond open flames in 
the kitchen, such as pots and pans that can be pulled or knocked off the stove, steam 
coming from food or burners that have been turned off but still are hot enough to burn 
anything that touches them. Declaring your kitchen a “no fly zone" for anyone not in-
volved in meal preparation can go a long way toward keeping it safe. 
 
3. Watch what you wear 
You probably don't give much thought to what you're wearing to whip up a quick meal, 
but that could cost you. Wearing loose-fitting clothes can create a hazard in the kitchen, 
especially with open flames. Clothing can ignite quickly and, while clothing fires only 
account for about 1 percent of kitchen fires, they are responsible for 16 percent of cook-
ing fire deaths. 
 
4. Don't cook with a dirty stove or oven  
When grease or food spills onto the stove or the bottom of the oven, clean it up as soon 
as the surface is cool enough to touch. Food and grease inside the oven will continue to 
burn every time you use the stove, and that creates a fire hazard. On the stove, spilled 
food and grease from previous meals also can catch fire. If you see smoke coming out of 
your oven, turn it off immediately, let it cool and then clean it. And make sure you clean 
the burners and surface of the stove before turning it on to avoid having it catch fire. 
 
5. Don't leave food unattended while cooking  
Leaving food cooking unattended on a hot stove is one of the fastest ways to start a kitch-
en fire. Temperatures can get too high, and especially if you're cooking with grease, this 
can quickly escalate into a full-blown kitchen fire. If you have to take a phone call, check 
on the kids or step away from the burner for any reason — even if it's “only for a minute" 
— turn off the burner 

 

Most fires in Minnesota hap-
pen in the home: 77% or 

5,039 fires. (2015) 
Fire dollar loss in Minnesota 

(2015) 
» $612,586 Per Day 
» $25,524 Per Hour 
» $425 Per Minute 

32% of injuries are suffered 
trying to control fire 

 Smoke Alarms 80% Effec-
tive 

https://info.orrsafety.com/blog/kitchen-fire-facts-that-will-shock-you
https://www.rent.com/blog/cities-with-the-most-local-restaurants/
https://successfulhomemakers.com/how-to-clean-an-oven-without-endangering-your-life/

