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The beginning of a new year is a time to pause for reflection, to celebrate the high points and make peace with the low points of the past
12 months. It's also an opportune time to plan your goals for the year
ahead. But while the idea of making New Year's resolutions might energize and excite you at the start of the year, by February, that list often
feels too difficult, or your schedule gets too busy to see those plans
through. It's hard to stick to a New Year's resolution if your heart's not
in it. When you commit to making a change, you first need to make
sure that your actions align with your core values.

Creating your Action Plan for success:
Reflect & Assess The end of the year is the perfect time to reflect on your businesses progress over the past year.
Take a hard honest look at what has added value to your business and what has not. Are you happy with
what you see?
Try Something New They say that the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting different
results. Maybe it's time to freshen things up a bit by trying a new approach to marketing.
Create A Marketing "To-Do List" -

And use it! Include a variety of marketing activities that you've been wanting to try, but for whatever
reason haven't. Start with the simple items to help build your motivation & confidence.
Be Consistent Resist the urge to rest on your laurels when business is thriving. Constantly promote your child care
and funnel those perspective clients onto your Waiting List (your best friend when business is slow). Never
stop building upon your success!
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UPDATE from DHS
Rapid, Molecular Cue COVID-19 Tests
The state is expanding access to Cue COVID-19 tests to include child care providers. Cue tests are individual,
diagnostic, rapid molecular COVID-19 test that uses a nasal swab. Results are available within 20 minutes of
processing. The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has received these tests through a grant by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. These tests will be made available to child care programs at no
cost.
In order to receive Cue tests from MDH, child care providers will need a CLIA Certificate of Waiver. Providers can apply for their own CLIA Certificate of Waiver using the CMS-116 form. Once the form is
completed, it should be emailed to health.CLIA@state.mn.us. There is a $180 fee to maintain a CLIA waiver due every two years.
To reduce the barriers for programs administering Cue tests, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) is
making a temporary statewide CLIA Certificate of Waiver available for COVID-19 testing only. You can learn
more about this option at MDH Statewide Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) Certificate
of Waiver for COVID-19 Testing.
You can find more information about the Cue test on MDH’s website, including CLIA requirements and options, at Information for Organizations Requesting Cue Rapid Molecular Tests.
Additional COVID-19 Testing
Community Testing Sites: All COVID-19 testing is free at a Minnesota Department of Health testing site. You
won’t need to show identification and insurance is not required. While walk-ins are welcome, appointments are strongly recommended to limit wait times. Visit mn.gov/covid19.
At-home COVID-19 saliva testing: Minnesota offer s fr ee, at-home COVID-19 saliva testing, and these kits
can be ordered individually at any time.
The State of Minnesota secured and is in the process of distributing 100,000 BD Veritor At-Home rapid antigen COVID-19 tests for child care providers to share with staff and families. Learn more about
the BD Veritor At-Home test.
Note with the addition of federal testing resources, the state will no longer provide Vault saliva tests through
the child care testing program. Those programs who participated were invited to join the Midwest Coordination
Center program. For any existing Vault COVID-19 testing kits, providers should use them by January 28,
2022.

CDC announced it is updating its guidance on isolation and quarantine for the general public to include
criteria for when shortened time periods can be applied for how long people should stay home if they test
positive (isolation) or are in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 (quarantine). CDC is shortening the recommended time for isolation from 10 days for people with COVID-19 to 5 days, if asymptomatic, followed by 5 days of wearing a mask when around others.
Don’t forget to Contact Public health to help guide you through the length of time you will need to close.
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Yesterday, the Governor issued a press release about new funding to support for child care programs (News / Office of Governor Tim Walz and Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan (mn.gov)). These
funds are a result of ongoing communication with and feedback from child care providers and were
prioritized to assist providers who are experiencing the impacts of lost revenue and increased costs
associated with temporary classroom quarantines and pandemic-related worker vacancies and staffing limitations, among other needs. The Governor allocated $20 million to support your programs as
you experience the recent surge in COVID-19 cases and to help you continue operating for families.
The Minnesota Department of Human Services plans for providers to apply for and receive these
funds, called One-Time Supplemental Stabilization Grants, through the January Child Care Stabilization Base Grant application and payment distribution. Please look for emails from the Department
of Human Services today and next with more information about this new support along with information about new Child Care Stabilization Financial Hardship Grants.
As part of that preparation and response, DHS and MDH are notifying child care license holders that, effective
immediately, under the pandemic planning provision of the Minnesota Human Services Licensing Act, child
care license holders are required to comply with the following MDH guidance and recommendations for child
care settings:
• Report Cases: Report cases of COVID-19 to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). Minnesota Rule
4605.7070 requires any person in charge of any institution, school, child care facility, or camp to report cases of
COVID-19 to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH). Use the COVID-19 Case Report Form for K-12 Schools,
Childcares, and Youth Programming (Camps, Sports, Extracurricular Activities) to report each child or staff member who receives a positive test result.

• Notification: Notify the parent/guardian of a child who is identified as a close contact of someone who tested positive for COVID-19. MDH has a template letter to use for this purpose. The letter explains that the close
contact should stay home and not go to child care during their quarantine period. Providers may elect any of the
quarantine options outlined in the template letter, to the extent the option aligns with MDH’s Best Practices for
Handling a Confirmed Case of COVID-19.

• Quarantine and Isolation: Exclude/quarantine children and staff who test positive for COVID-19 and those
who have had close contact with someone who receives a positive test result based on the Best Practices for
Handling a Confirmed Case of COVID-19. Identification and quarantine of close contacts plays an important
role in minimizing the spread of COVID19. Questions related to the Best Practices for Handling a Confirmed Case
of COVID-19 document can be directed to MDH at health.schools.covid19@state.mn.us.

All licensed child care providers are now required to follow the three directives listed above as a part of licensing compliance. DHS may issue licensing actions including correction orders, fines, conditional licenses, revocations, and suspensions to providers who do not comply with the MDH guidance and recommendations related to
COVID-19 as specified above.
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Materials needed:








plastic container
snowman figure
baby oil
white paint
water
glitter / snowflakes
hot glue gun

-

https://www.123homeschool4me.com/easy-snow-globe-craft-for-kids/










Materials needed:
card
scissors
sticky backed plastic /contact paper
pretty embellishments such as glitter, sequins, ribbon, tissue paper or left-over
wrapping paper
pencil or marker pen

https://nurturestore.co.uk/wishing-wand-new-year-craft-for-children

You will need:
https://
masandpas.com/
loony-penguincraft/










Toilet rolls
Black and white paints – we
recommend acrylic paints
Paintbrush
Yellow and black card
Yellow felt (optional)
Googly eyes
PVA glue
Scissors
Age: Toddlers to Little kids
Difficulty: Easy peasy
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Name of Product: Letters to Santa Mailbox

Hazard: The mail slot on the mailbox can be sharp,
posing a laceration hazard.
Remedy: Refund
Incidents/Injuries: Target has received nine reports of
sharp mail slot openings and seven incidents of lacerations with three requiring medical attention.
Recall Date: December 10, 2021

GE Appliances, a Haier Company, Recalls to Repair Free-Standing
and Slide-In Ranges Due to Tip-Over Hazard
Hazard: The ranges can tip over when a heavy object is placed on an open
oven door and the anti-tip-over bracket is not secured to the wall or floor, posing a tip-over hazard and risk of burn injuries from hot food or liquids in
cookware.

Remedy: Consumers should contact GE Appliances to determine if their unit is
part of the recall and to schedule a free in-home service call to inspect the recalled range’s anti-tip bracket and ensure it is securely installed in the floor or
wall. Consumers can continue to use the recalled ranges but are cautioned not
to place any objects on the open oven door until the range’s anti-tip bracket
has been inspected and repaired, if necessary. Consumers should not return the
recalled ranges to the place of purchase, as retailers are not prepared to take
the units back. The firm is contacting all known purchasers directly.

Pacific Cycle Recalls Schwinn Electric Scooters Due to Fall and Injury Hazards
Hazard: The e-scooter’s handlebar grips can loosen or crack, posing fall and injury hazards.
Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled e-scooters and contact Pacific Cycle for a free
repair kit. Consumers will need to provide the serial number of their scooter and a mailing address. The repair kit
can be installed by the consumer and includes all required tools and instructions, which are also available in video format. Pacific Cycle estimates it will take consumers between five and ten minutes to install. Alternatively,
consumers can ship the e-scooter back to Pacific Cycle for repair, at no cost to the consumer.

https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls
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Laura Filzen
Pauline Holz
Abigail Schwab
1117 Center Street
New Ulm, Mn 56073

Phone: 507-359-6500 or 1-800-450-8246
Fax: 507-359-6542
Email: Licensing.Unit@co.brown.mn.us

Web Site:
https://www.co.brown.mn.us/child-care-licensing

Ask Pal

Send in questions

