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Is your public playground a safe 
place to play? 
Each year, more than 200,000 children go to U.S. hospital 
emergency rooms with injuries associated with playground 
equipment. Most injuries occur when a child falls from the equipment onto the 
ground.  

Public Playground Safety Checklist 
  

1. Make sure surfaces around playground equipment have at least 12 inches of wood 
chips, mulch, sand, or pea gravel, or are mats made of safety-tested rubber or rubber-like 
materials. 
2. Check that protective surfacing extends at least 6 feet in all directions from play equip-
ment. For swings, be sure surfacing extends, in back and front, twice the height of the sus-
pending bar. 
3.  Make sure play structures more than 30 inches high are spaced at least 9 feet apart. 
4. Check for dangerous hardware, like open "S" hooks or protruding bolt ends.  
5. Make sure spaces that could trap children, such as openings in guardrails or between 
ladder rungs, measure less than 3.5 inches or more than 9 inches. 
6. Check for sharp points or edges in equipment. 
7. Look out for tripping hazards, like exposed concrete  
footings, tree stumps, and rocks. 
8. Make sure elevated surfaces, like platforms and ramps,  
have guardrails to prevent falls. 
9. Check playgrounds regularly to see that equipment a 
and surfacing are in good condition. 
10. Carefully supervise children on playgrounds to make  
sure they're safe. 

Public Playground Safety Checklist | CPSC.gov  

https://www.cpsc.gov/safety-education/safety-guides/playgrounds/public-playground-safety-checklist
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2) Construct an Ameri-

can Flag out of Popsi-

cle Sticks  

Head to your local craft store and pick up 
supplies to make a popsicle stick Ameri-
can flag. Teach children about the signif-
icance of the 50 stars, the 13 stripes, 
and more as they build their own Ameri-
can flags out of easy-to-use materials 
with a low price point! View PBS’ instruc-
tions. 

1) Create a Fourth of July 

Themed Sensory Bin  

A simple, affordable, and fun Fourth of July activity for 
young children is a sensory bin. These items can all be 
purchased at your local dollar store and compiled in a 
patriotic, red, white, and blue fashion to show off your 
Independence Day spirit! Check out these tips for mak-
ing your own. 

4 Fun-Filled Ways to Celebrate the Fourth of July with Children 
By Sierra Rossing on Jun 24, 2021 

 

In the United States, July 4th is a popular day for parties and celebrations to show your patriotism to the 

country. If you're looking for fun ways to educate the children in your center about this date while 

keeping them entertained, we’ve got you covered with 4 affordable, easy activities! 

Celebrating Independence Day at Your Childcare Center (childcarecrm.com)  

https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/popsicle-stick-american-flag
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/popsicle-stick-american-flag
https://stayathomeeducator.com/fourth-of-july-sensory-bin/
https://blog.childcarecrm.com/author/sierra-rossing
https://blog.childcarecrm.com/4-ways-to-celebrate-fourth-of-july-with-children
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4) Make some Healthy Flag 

Snacks  

If you feel like July 4th is approaching a little too 
quickly, these snacks are the perfect fit! You 
only need 4 ingredients and it’s so easy to 
make that the kids could even make their own if 
you'd like to keep their little hands busy. These 
flag cookies start with a graham cracker 
then include either frosting or whipped topping 
on top. To finish the cookies, the children 
can add blueberries and strawber-
ries to design their very own American flag.  

3) Write a letter to somebody 

who’s serving  

Writing a thank-you note, sending a quick ‘hi!’, or creating 
a drawing for someone in the military is a great way to 
celebrate the Fourth of July and honor the men and wom-
en serving our country. Megan from Coffee Cups and 
Crayons did this with her daughter’s Girl Scout Troop and 
then packed up the letters and sent them to A Million 
Thanks, which then delivers the cards to men and women 
who are serving overseas.  

https://www.forkly.com/for-kids/4th-of-july-recipes-for-kids-10-easy-red-white-and-blue-snacks/
https://www.coffeecupsandcrayons.com/acts-of-kindness-send-a-thank-you-to-a-service-member/
https://www.coffeecupsandcrayons.com/acts-of-kindness-send-a-thank-you-to-a-service-member/
https://www.coffeecupsandcrayons.com/acts-of-kindness-send-a-thank-you-to-a-service-member/
https://amillionthanks.org/
https://amillionthanks.org/
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https://www.cpsc.gov/Recalls 

Name of Product: Baby Boy Dino Rompers and Baby Boy Camo 

Rompers Two Pack 

Hazard: The metal snaps on the rompers can detach, posing a 

choking hazard to young children. 

Remedy: Refund 

Recall Date: June 23, 2022 

The Manhattan Toy Company Recalls Activity 

Loops Toys for Infants Due to Choking Hazard 

Hazard: Tubes on the Activity Loops toys can detach from the base releasing small plastic 

rings, posing a small parts choking hazard to children.   

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the Activity Loops toys, take the toys 

away from children and return them for a full refund either to the place of purchase or 

directly to Manhattan Toy. Manhattan Toy will supply a prepaid shipping label for returns 

directly to the company. 

Asweets Recalls Wood Baby Activity 

Push Walkers Due to Strangulation 

Hazard 

Hazard:Rubber rings on the rear wheels 

can separate from the wheels and de

tach from the Activity Walkers, posing a 

strangulation hazard to young children 

Remedy: Consumers should immediate

ly take the recalled walkers away from 

children, stop using them until repaired 

and contact Asweets for instructions on 

getting free replacement rear wheels. 

Spirit Halloween Recalls Black Light Fixtures Due to Fire and Burn Hazards 

Hazard: The bulb in the fixture can pop, flash and overheat, posing fire and burn hazards. 

Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled black light fixtures and contact Spir

it Halloween for a full refund. Consumers should send a photo of the date code to the firm and then 

will receive a full refund and instructions on how to destroy and dispose of the product. 
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Aurohealth Recalls Walgreens Brand Acetaminophen  

Due to Failure to Meet Child Resistant Packaging Requirement;  

Risk of Poisoning 

Hazard: The recalled over-the-counter products contain the regulated substance acet

aminophen which must be in child resistant packaging as required by the Poison Pre

vention Packaging Act (PPPA). The packaging of the products is not child resistant, 

posing a risk of poisoning if the contents are swallowed by young children. 

Remedy: Consumers should immediately store the recalled products in a safe location 

out of reach and sight of children. Contact Aurohealth for information on how to re

turn the product at your nearest Walgreens store to receive a full refund. 

Time-Cap Labs Recalls Kroger Brand Aspirin and Ibuprofen Due to Failure to Meet 

Child Resistant Packaging Requirement; Risk of Poisoning 

Hazard: The recalled over-the-counter products contain the regulated substances aspi

rin and ibuprofen which must be in child resistant packaging as required by the Poison 

Prevention Packaging Act (PPPA). The packaging of the products is not child resistant, 

posing a risk of poisoning if the contents are swallowed by young children. 

Remedy: Consumers should immediately store the recalled products in a safe location 

out of reach and sight of children. Contact Kroger for information on how to properly 

dispose of the product and receive a full refund. 
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Ask Pal (Pauline and Laura) 

Laura Filzen 
Pauline Holz 
1117 Center Street 
New Ulm, Mn 56073 

Phone: 507-359-6500 or  1-800-450-8246 
Fax: 507-359-6542 
Email:  Licensing.Unit@co.brown.mn.us 

Web Site: https://www.co.brown.mn.us/child-care-licensing 

Send in questions  

Can I use extension cords with my Air Conditioner?  

The first step is to review the manufacturer’s installation instructions to see if power strip is 
allowed or required to be plugged directly into an approved outlet. 

 

604.7 Equipment and fixtures. Electrical equipment and 

fixtures shall be tested and listed by an approved agency and 

installed and maintained in accordance with all instructions 

included as part of such listing. 

 

If approved they can use a UL 1363 listed power strip that can handle the amperage re-
quired for the appliance.  


