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March is the month of March Madness, MLB opening
day, the first day of spring, daylight savings, and the
whole in like a lion, out like a lamb thing
National Plant a Flower Day (Mar. 12th), St. Patrick’s Day (Mar. 17th) and the Spring Equinox (Mar. 20th)

March is:
• National Craft Month
• Women’s History Month
• American Red Cross Month
• National Peanut Butter Month (See below)
• Kite Month (See below)
• Frozen Food Month
• Help Someone See Month
• Irish-American Heritage Month
• St. Patrick’s Day
• International Listening Awareness
• Noodle Month
• Non-Fiction Reading & Writing Month
• Nutrition Month
• Optimism Month
• Poetry Month
• Play the Recorder Month
• Spring Month

FIRST DAY OF SPRING
March 20th, 2019

2

VOLUME 2 ISSUE 3
Page 2

IMMUNIZATIONS
What must a license holder keep on file for children who are not immunized? If a parent chooses not to immunize their
child, they must still submit the Immunization Form, per the language noted in MN Rule 9502.0405, subpart 4 C(1-4),
which states: “Immunization records must be kept in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.15. The provider
shall request, update, and keep on file the dates of immunizations received by a child in regular attendance at the resi-

dence as follows: (1) for an infant, every six months; (2) for a toddler, annually; (3) for a preschool child, every 18
months; and (4) for a school-age child, every three years.”

Change to COVID-19 Related Licensing Requirements
No Longer Required
Effective immediately, child care license holders are no longer required to quarantine children and staff who are close contacts with a positive COVID-19 case as part of licensing requirements. While no longer a licensing requirement, DHS does
strongly encourage providers to follow MDH and CDC guidance for quarantining, which can be found https://
www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/close.html

In 9502.0405 Subp. 4 B. ADMISSIONS; PROVIDER RECORDS; REPORTING it states that you are required to keep special
instructions from parents in writing.
“Special instructions from the parent shall be obtained in writing and followed about toilet training, eating sleeping or napping, allergies, and any health problems.”
When a parent has special instructions for their child, please have them write these down. There is a place on the Admissions and Enrollment Form under Special Conditions, or it can be on a separate piece of paper. For allergies, you would
have the parent complete the Allergy Information Form.

DHS Licensing Division News
•

$1.5 million will help increase availability of quality child care in Greater Minnesota

A total of $1.5 million in grants and donations will help increase quality child care in Greater Minnesota, which has the state’s
most acute child care shortages. New grants totaling $900,000 from the Department of Human Services will be combined with
nearly $600,000 in private and community donations. More information is a news release
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Tax Time!
A little preparation will help you get through the tax filing process quickly and easily. Even if you do your own taxes, these
steps below will help you get organized.
1.

Gather all the tax documents you’ve received that record your taxable income and deductible expenses.

2.

Collect all your receipts and organize them by category if you itemize your deductions.

3.

Dig out a copy of last year’s taxes for reference.

Check out Tom Copeland’s webpage for detailed business information for Family Child Care Providers. He has the following articles
currently on his home page.



Questions and Answers About Deductions – Part 1

http://tomcopelandblog.com/questions-and-answers-about-deductions-part-i


Questions and Answers About Deductions – Part 2

http://tomcopelandblog.com/questions-and-answers-about-deductions-part-ii


Questions and Answers About Everything Else

http://tomcopelandblog.com/questions-and-answers-about-everything-else
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MAKE PEANUT BUTTER BALLS (24 balls)

1/2 cup honey
1/2 cup peanut butter
1 cup nonfat dry milk
1 cup quick cooking oats
SANDWICH FACE

Wax paper

Just put out the ingredients and let the kids create their
faces!

Mix all ingredients and then roll the mixture into 1″ balls.

Ingredient suggestions: Peanut Butter, (If it’s for another
day or there are peanut allergies… consider using Cream
Cheese)… Bananas-sliced, Raisins, Bread or Rice Cakes (1
slice), M&M’s candy or spice drops
Spread the peanut butter or _______ on the slice of
bread or Rice Cake.
For a healthy version put 2 banana circles on the bread
to look like eyes…and a mini- carrot for the nose. Last,
make a mouth out of M&M’s candy. If not using the
bananas and carrot, complete the face with candy and/
or raisins.

Lay the balls on waxed paper. Refrigerate until set.

ANTS ON A LOG
Celery sticks
Peanut butter or cream cheese
Raisins

Wash the celery and cut it into pieces about 5 inches long.
Spread peanut butter over the entire length of the celery.
raisins into peanut butter.

MARCH IS UMBRELLA MONTH…
TISSUE PAPER COLORED UMBRELLAS
Materials:
Sheet of white or manila oak tag (heavy paper)

Art tissue paper of various colors cut up into small pieces
Black felt tip permanent marker
Scissors
Squirt bottle of water
Make umbrella shape templates. Trace the shape on oak tag as large as you would like — but no smaller than half of the
sheet. Cut it out. Using the marker, draw the umbrella ribs on the shape.
In a colorful arrangement, have children place pieces of art tissue all over the oak tag.
Gently squirt the “papered umbrella” with the water; it's a SPRING SHOWER.
Lay it flat to dry. As the tissue dries, the colors will adhere to the oak tag.
While drying-trace and cut out a handle. This can be stapled to the dry umbrella. The tissue will fall off when dry.
March Themes and Activities for Kids - Kid Activities

-
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Mama & Me MINI Children’s Handbags
Hazard: The metal zipper slider, zipper 0-ring, d-ring, rivet
and stud of the children’s handbags contain levels of lead that
exceed the federal lead content ban. Lead is toxic if ingested
by young children and can cause adverse health issues.
Remedy: Refund
Bebe au Lait Recalls Teethers Due to
Choking Hazard
Hazard: The string that connects the
beads on the teethers can come untied,
releasing the beads and posing a choking hazard to young children.
Remedy: Consumers should immediately take the recalled teethers away from
children and contact Bebe au Lait for
instructions on how to receive a full
refund or store credit. Consumers can
also fill out a form for a store credit at
www.bebeaulait.com/recall

Abbott has issued a recall for another lot of baby formula after an additional child who is believed to have consumed the formula fell ill and later died, the FDA said Monday. The recall affects one lot of Similac PM 60/40
that was made at Abbott Nutrition's Sturgis, Michigan, facility.
Parents should check any purchased formula for the lot code # 27032K80 (can) or # 27032K800 (case) and
throw it away if it matches, the FDA said. Consumers can also use this link to check if they should throw away
their formula.
The FDA said this lot is a special formula "for certain infants who would benefit from lowered mineral intake." It
was not included in the previous recall.
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BrushX Hot Air Brushes Recalled Due to Electrocution or
Shock Hazard; Imported by Ecom Brands (Recall Alert)
Hazard: The recalled hot air brushes do not have an immersion
protection device, posing an electrocution or shock hazard to
the user if it falls into water when plugged in.
Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled hot air brushes, destroy them by unplugging the unit and
then cutting the cord, and email a photo of the destroyed product to BrushX at replacement@mybrushx.com to receive a free,
upgraded replacement product. BrushX is contacting all purchasers directly.

Valco Baby Recalls Snap Duo Trend Strollers Due to
Fall Hazard
Hazard: The stroller’s front wheels can break off while in
use, causing the strollers to fall unexpectedly, posing a fall
hazard to children in the stroller.
Remedy: Consumers should immediately stop using the
recalled strollers and contact Valco Baby to receive a free
replacement front wheel assembly and instructions for
replacement. Valco Baby is contacting all known purchasers directly.

Name of Product: Fitbit Ionic smartwatches
Hazard: The lithium-ion battery in the Ionic
smartwatch can overheat, posing a burn hazard.
Lovevery Recalls Drinking Cup With Handle in The Inspector Play Kits Due to Choking Hazard (Recall Alert)
Hazard: The handle can detach from the steel cup, posing a
choking hazard to young children.
Remedy: Consumers should immediately take the recalled
drinking cups away from children, stop using them, and contact Lovevery for a free replacement cup. Consumers will receive a free replacement cup after registering on the firm’s
website, uploading a photo of their defaced cup with “X Recalled X” written inside of the cup with a permanent marker
and affirming to Lovevery that the cup will be recycled according to local guidelines or disposed of in the trash.
Lovevery is conta ting all known purchasers directly.

Remedy: Refund
Recall: March 2
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Laura Filzen
Pauline Holz
1117 Center Street
New Ulm, Mn 56073

Phone: 507-359-6500 or 1-800-450-8246
Fax: 507-359-6542
Email: Licensing.Unit@co.brown.mn.us

Web Site:
https://www.co.brown.mn.us/child-care-licensing

Ask Pal (Pauline and Laura)
Send in questions
I have not completed my fingerprints. Do I have to complete them?
YES! Anyone that has not completed their finger prints must do before July 2,2022. Anyone that does
not have their fingerprints completed and processed by July 2 will be out of compliance.

Brown County Licensing Update
Just wanted to update everyone that Abby has taken a
new position at Brown County as a Children’s Mental
Health Social worker, She will no longer be licensing. Although she will be missed, I know that she will do Fantastic
in her new role.

