
The Juvenile Court Process 
This explains how the court system works when a juvenile is arrested and charged with a crime. It will help you 

understand and be involved in the legal process. 

 

How juvenile cases are handled 

A delinquent act is an act committed by a juvenile that would be a crime if committed by a person over age 18. When a 

juvenile has been charged with a delinquent act, the legal process is significantly different from the process used for 

adults. Juvenile courts move quickly to resolve cases and provide the juvenile with more privacy than adults charged with 

similar crimes.  Juvenile Hearings are closed to the public and even victims may not be allowed in the courtroom during a 

juvenile hearing.  

 

Detention 

Most juvenile offenders are not detained and placed into detention; typically juveniles are summoned to court by a mailed 

notice. Juveniles in detention must come before the court within 36 hours for a detention hearing.  

 

Locations of Hearings 

A juvenile offenders admit/deny hearing, pretrial and trial occurs in the county where the crime was committed. However, 

the disposition hearing (sentencing) takes place in the county of the juvenile’s residence. 

 

Flow Chart Crime Victims Right During Juvenile Court Proceedings 

 

Juvenile admits offense 
Disposition hearing scheduled; or Pre-disposition Report 

ordered and Juvenile to return for a disposition 

Hearing Probation agent or crime victim specialist will 

contact victim regarding victim impact statements and 

restitution certificates; Juvenile Hearings are closed to 

the public and even victims may not be allowed in the 

courtroom during a juvenile hearing. The Judge will 

need to decide to allow victims in the courtroom. 

Victims have right to have their impact statements read 

to the court – can be read by crime victim specialist or 

probation agent. 
 

Admit/Deny Hearing: Detention Hearing if applicable; Charges and rights explained; Release conditions 

imposed/reviewed; Probation agent/crime victim specialist will contact victim to gain input regarding release 

conditions; Juvenile Hearings are closed to the public and even victims may not be allowed in the courtroom 

during a juvenile hearing.  The Judge will need to decide to allow victims in the courtroom.  

Juvenile Denies offense 
Schedule a juvenile pre-trial hearing 

 

Juvenile Pre-Trial Hearing 
Juvenile will have another opportunity to admit and 

address pre-trial issues; Release conditions 

reviewed; Juvenile Hearings are closed to the public 

and even victims may not be allowed in the 

courtroom during a juvenile hearing.  The Judge will 

need to decide to allow victims in the courtroom. 

 

Trial; if victim’s testimony is required prosecution 

will contact victim; The Judge will need to decide to 

allow victims in the courtroom. 

 

If Defendant found Not Guilty 

Case is concluded 

If Defendant found Guilty; Sentencing Hearing; Probation 

agent or crime victim specialist will contact victim regarding 

victim impact statements and restitution certificates; The 

Judge will need to decide to allow victims in the courtroom. 

Victims have right to have their impact statements read to the 

court – can be read by crime victim specialist or probation 

agent. 
 


