
 

BROWN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 
               1117 CENTER STREET 

                 PO BOX 543 
            NEW ULM MN  56073-0543 

Phone (507) 233-6820 • Fax (507) 233-6819 
 

 
For Immediate Publication: March 1, 2022                    Contact:  Karen M. Moritz, Director 
Press Release                                                     507-233-6820         
 

COVID-19 Community Levels  

The CDC has launched a new tool to help individuals and communities decide which prevention 
steps they should take based on local COVID-19 data.  COVID-19 Community Levels are 
determined by a combination of three criteria on a county-by-county basis.  The criteria includes 
data from total new COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population in the past 7 days, total COVID-19 
hospital admissions per 100,000 population in the past 7 days, and the percentage of staffed 
inpatient hospital beds occupied by COVID-19 patients.   

According to the CDC, because of the high levels of vaccination and high levels of population 
immunity from both vaccination and infections, the risk of severe illness, hospitalization, and 
death from COVID-19 is reduced for most people.  However, there are still certain people and 
communities that are at a higher risk for disease, including those with immunocompromising 
conditions.   

The CDC has classified the COVID-19 community levels as low, medium, or high.  COVID-19 
Community Levels can be used as a resource for both health officials and individuals when 
making decisions about community prevention strategies and individual behaviors.  People who 
are up-to-date on their COVID-19 vaccines have a lower risk of severe illness, hospitalization, 
and death when compared to unvaccinated people.  Additionally, layering prevention strategies, 
such as vaccination, testing, masking, social distancing, etc, can help reduce the risk of COVID-
19 both on the individual and community based levels. 

Brown County Public Health encourages community members to learn more about the COVID-
19 Community Levels at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-
county.html.  Public Health has also added a COVID-19 County Check tool to find the local 
community level and prevention steps at www.co.brown.mn.us/covidvaccine. 

To schedule a vaccine appointment, contact Brown County Public Health at 507-233-6820 or 
online at www.co.brown.mn.us/covidvaccine.  COVID-19 vaccines are also available at 
pharmacies and medical providers throughout the county. 
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